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Few students turn out for 9/11 commemoration
CARISSA DEGEN
Assistant Campus Editor
“NEVER FORGET,” A term often used

when discussing the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, that claimed
the lives of more than 3,000 people
and led to years of military engagement in Iraq and Afghanistan,
seems to have largely fallen on deaf
ears at Columbia.
The college’s Student Veteran
Society and the Student Programming Board hosted “Together We
Remember” on Sept. 11. The openmic event was meant to heighten
the visibility of the college’s veteran students and commemorate the
13th anniversary of the attacks that
destroyed the World Trade Center
and part of the Pentagon. But rather
than drawing throngs of students
to the Papermaker’s Garden, 754
S. Wabash Ave., the event attracted
only a handful of attendees.
The mostly-empty chairs held
Stan Wearden, senior vice president and provost, the guest speakers and a few students, many of
whom left within the first 30 minutes. Onlookers would occasion-

ally stop, but few filtered into the
small crowd.
The veteran speakers read personal stories and poetry while
SPB set up tables for students to
write letters to troops who are still
serving overseas.
Brian Ngo, a junior marketing
communication major and president of the Student Veteran Society,
said the event was held to change
students’ and the community’s perspective on what a veteran is.
“I want [students] to have
more information before making
judgments and drawing conclusions,” Ngo said. “The exposure
of vets [on campus] to students is
somewhat lacking.”
Ngo, who was disappointed with
the turnout of the event but was
appreciative of the people who
attended, said that the location,
which sits adjacent to an elevated
train line, may have contributed to
the poor turnout. The rattle of the
train made it difficult to hear and
understand the speakers and once
the noise subsided, the brisk fall

xx SEE 9/11, PG. 9

Carolina Sánchez THE CHRONICLE
The Student Veteran Society and the Student Programming Board hosted “Together We Remember,” an open-mic event in the Papermaker’s Garden, 754
S. Wabash Ave., that invited the college’s veterans to commemorate the 13th anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

College optimizes website Former addict finds success on stage
for recruitment
BAXTER BARROWCLIFF

KATHERINE DAVIS
Campus Editor

IN TANDEM WITH a city-wide adver-

tising campaign implemented to
rebrand the college, a new college
website launched Sept. 10.
Conceived as an effort to attract
more students to the institution at a
time when enrollment has steadily
declined, the website’s launch is
just in time for recruiting season—a
time when high school and transfer students are making their final
decisions about where to apply,
according to Stan Wearden, senior
vice president and provost.
The college worked with iFactory, a web design firm, to conduct
research on how prospective students would respond to the new
website. The result: potential students responded positively during

Parent’s Weekend joins WAC Crawl • PAGE 3

testing periods, Wearden said.
“It’s a huge improvement over
what we had before,” Wearden said.
“I think it’s one of the best college
websites I’ve seen anywhere.”
The website features a modern
look and is optimized to be mobilefriendly so it will display fluidly on
phones and tablets as well as the PC
version. Initial planning began in
Spring 2013, and since then more
than 150 faculty, staff, administrators and alumni have collaborated
to create the final product, he said.
Wearden said it is important
for the college to have an updated
website because it more efficiently
advertises the college’s mission and
values, which allows the community, potential donors and prospective students to better understand

xx SEE WEBSITE, PG. 9

Assistant Arts & Culture Editor

“METHTACULAR,” A SHOW that ex-

plores the life of a gay man addicted
to crystal meth, is gearing up for
its final two weeks at Theater Wit,
1229 W. Belmont Ave., in Boystown.
The one-man show follows the
life of Steven Strafford, a gay man
raised in New Jersey who later
moved to Chicago and was sucked
into the seedy underworld of
methamphetamine use, bathhouses
and phone sex lines of the city’s
gay community.
When Strafford arrived in Chicago in January 2000 after graduating college, he was introduced to
the drug while using local phone sex
lines that allowed men to respond to
each other’s messages and meet up.
“The funny thing is that it was not
from going out to clubs—I never really did that—I was actually scared

Research continues to probe concussions • PAGE 11

of that,” Strafford said. “I was using
these phone sex lines and I met up
with this guy and he was like, ‘Try
this drug,’ and that was it.”
Within seconds of Strafford
snorting the powerful stimulant for
the first time, he began to feel more
confident about himself, something he said he never felt until
that moment.
“The first time I did the drug was
the first time that I felt there was
nothing wrong with me,” Strafford
said. “When I did crystal [meth] for
the first time, I felt strong, sexy and
confident. I felt better than I had
ever felt before, so that was something I was going to chase down.”
James Belanger, a clinical counselor at the Haymarket Center in Chicago, said even
though people of all orientations
use methamphetamines, it is

xx SEE STRAFFORD, PG. 28
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Courtesy STEVEN STRAFFORD
Steven Strafford, star of “Methtacular,” portrays
the life of a gay man with a drug addiction in
his solo show.
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FOIA this, CPD
FOR MORE THAN 12 years, The Chronicle has run some version of “Off
The Blotter,” the back page section
of the newspaper detailing crimes
that have occurred within the
South Loop.
This week, our readers will
find that the blotter section is less
detailed than normal. On Sept. 4,
several reporters and editors from
The Chronicle were informed that
the Chicago Police Department’s 1st
District office would no longer allow
our staff reporters to view detailed
incident reports.
Instead, the district will only
provide The Chronicle with a nondescript list detailing the type, date
and address of crimes. The reports,
which neither name victims nor
suspects, offer more insight into
the scope of South Loop crime and
allowed our Metro desk to better
inform our readership of the state of
campus safety on their campus and
the areas around it.
Despite repeated attempts at
contact and several messages over
a two week-span, Alfred Nagode,
commander of the 1st District, has
yet to explain why The Chronicle
can no longer view the detailed
incident reports.
However, a representative from
CPD’s Office of News Affairs said
Sept. 11 that the ability to view the
detailed incident reports is a courtesy that is afforded at the discretion of each district’s commander.

The representative further
explained that CPD’s official policy
has always been to require that parties interested in detailed records
submit a Freedom of Information
Act request to the department’s
FOIA office.
The representative was unable to
clarify why this is the policy or why
a commander would withhold such
information but did recommend using ClearPath, an online data portal
managed by CPD that aggregates
crime reports, or submitting a FOIA
request each week.
There are several problems with
those suggested courses of action,
though. ClearPath only lists crimes
as recent as a week prior, and as we
understand, under Illinois law, as we
understand it, agencies have five days
to respond to a FOIA request, meaning a request cannot guarantee that
The Chronicle will have up-to-date
crime reports in time to be published.
As an editor, I am baffled that a
12-year relationship between the
Chronicle’s student reporters and
CPD can be ended so abruptly without a logical rationale.
As a South Loop resident, I am
furious that the District office
would hide behind such a policy.
CPD can refer reporters to its
policy as much as it would like, but
that does not detract from the fact
that it blatantly wields its policy as a
bureaucratic shield meant to deflect
journalists from doing their jobs.
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Furthermore, its policy does
not mitigate the fact that those
responsible for ending our arrangement think that radio silence is a
legitimate and professional way
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Sept. 11. They spoke about the “Phantoms in the Dirt” exhibit, which runs through Oct. 5.
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Columbia invites parents to WAC Crawl
JENNIFER BOYLEN
Assistant Campus Editor
THIS YEAR’S WABASH Arts Corridor

Crawl, an annual art and performance festival sponsored by the
college, will be bigger than ever .
The WAC Crawl will take place
Sept. 19—the first day of Parent’s
Weekend, an event that invites students’ families to campus.
Neysa Page-Lieberman, the director of the Department of Exhibition & Performance Spaces and
a part-time faculty member in the
Business & Entrepreneurship Department, said the WAC Crawl is
the first event of the year in which
the entire student body can come
together. It is important that students attend, and the college wants
to encourage students to bring their
parents this time, she said.
“The crawl is our kick-off of community engagement at the college,”
Page-Lieberman said. “The WAC is
welcoming new students, returning
students and faculty that have been
away for the summer and everybody coming together to celebrate
the creativity and the vitality of
our campus.”
The Crawl originally featured
only the college’s galleries but
the college later encouraged all
departments to feature student
work, Page-Lieberman said. For

the second consecutive year, the
college has expanded the crawl by
partnering with neighboring businesses, organizations and cultural
institutions throughout the South
Loop as well as EXPO Chicago
to host the biggest crawl to date,
she said.
Page-Lieberman said the WAC
Crawl is an opportunity for students
to come together with their peers
and see how the Crawl has evolved
since last year.
“I would want to impart to students—both new and returning—
that they should feel ownership over
this,” Page-Lieberman said. “WAC
is a year-round, living, breathing
space and program. Hopefully students will be inspired by what they
see at the crawl and want to contribute to it.”
According to Mark Kelly, vice
president of Student Success, the
WAC Crawl is a special moment
for the college community and the
South Loop. The WAC Crawl is
when the power of the Columbia
experience becomes palpable on a
street level, he said.
“This is one of the only times
where we reach out beyond our
specific community into the larger
corridor and district that we live
in,” Kelly said. “It connects to energy beyond Columbia, and that’s
why our students are here: because

Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
For the first year, Columbia will host the Wabash Arts Corridor Crawl on the first day of Parent’s Weekend, which will take place Sept. 19—20. According to
Mark Kelly, vice president of Student Success, the college wants parents to see the depth of student work that occurs at the college.

they want to be in a campus that’s in
the city. There’s never a day where
that becomes more real than at
the crawl.”
Kelly said he encourages students to invite their parents to the
crawl because it will give them an
opportunity to see what their kids
are learning. Kelly compared the
WAC Crawl to the college’s non-

traditional homecoming. Instead
of athletic games, there are events
like Cinema Slapdown, street-level
performances and other activities
with business partners such as Buddy Guy’s Legends, Roosevelt University and East-West University,
he said. Kelly also said that freshmen will be chalking the key principles for student success all over

campus in the days leading up to
the crawl.
Shannon Bourne, coordinator of
Student Engagement and an organizer of the WAC Crawl, said it is
important for students to attend the
event to see what departments are
doing throughout the college.

xx SEE CRAWL, PG. 10

Barbershop series gives male
students place to connect

KYLE HOLLEY

Assistant Campus Editor
IN AN EFFORT to unite black male

students, the Office of Multicultural Affairs hosts The Barbershop,
a monthly event meant to foster
community while students receive
free haircuts.
Each month, male students discuss concerns about academics,
personal growth and professional
development. The first Barbershop of the semester will be held
on Sept. 15 at 6:30 p.m. in the 618
S. Michigan Ave. Building on the
fourth floor.
Kimberly Weatherly, director
of the Office of Multicultural Affairs, said The Barbershop positively affects its participants and
the campus as a whole. She said
she has watched the program grow
from a group of approximately 15
students to approximately 50 people, and she said the students have
said they feel a sense of belonging

to the institution that they had
not experienced before.
“The gentlemen who engage
have been able to develop relationships with faculty and staff, and
a lot of those relationships grow
and develop [into] mentorships,”
she said.
Weatherly said the students who
have participated in the program
appreciate the opportunity to connect with other men in similar situations. She said the main goal of the
program is to improve retention
rates because most participants do
return to the program and institution. Helping students evolve, enabling them to gather and discuss
issues pertaining to academics,
culture or society is another main
focus, Weatherly added.
Daryl Satcher, a professor in the
English Department and faculty
advisor of The Barbershop, said
the program is vital for the social
development of black men on campus. He said the need for programs

that embrace black males on campus is a necessity to advance the
overall atmosphere of the college.
“The brothers feel like they have
a sense of community and belonging,” Satcher said. “We don’t have
to filter what we say. We say what
we feel.”
Satcher said providing a support system to young male students influences how he leads the
group. The group also encourages participants to embrace the
idea of taking action in their own
lives and communities while delivering support to other groups,
Satcher said.
“It has truly become a brotherhood since its inception,” Satcher
said. “I don’t see as many lost brothers as I saw before, and they began
to take ownership of the program
and become advocates for it because they’ve seen what it has done
in their life.”
Mark Kelly, vice president of
Student Success, said The Barber-

Courtesy KIMBERLY WEATHERLY
Barber Ron Scott gives senior business & entrepreneurship major Deavondre Jones a free haircut
during The Barbershop, a program targeted at building community amongst black male students.

shop is important because it better serves the need for black males
to be represented at the college.
He said the college does not want
the focus of a group like this to be
misconstrued by the public, but

instead encourage it to reaffirm the
initiative for black students to become active members of the college
community. While the Barbershop

xx SEE BARBER, PG. 10
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Columbia programs coalesce, provide real-world experience
CARISSA DEGEN
Assistant Campus Editor
AFTER MORE THAN five years of plan-

Kaitlin Hetterscheidt THE CHRONICLE
Amy Mooney, associate professor in the Art + Design Department, is one of several faculty members who have
created a foundations program composed of the Art+Design, Fashion Studies and Photography Departments.

ning, a group of faculty members
from across the college have created
a foundations program for incoming
freshmen pursuing a degree in the
Art + Design, Fashion Studies or
Photography departments.
Amy Mooney, associate professor of art history in the A+D
Department, said a series of courses
have been created to integrate students’ first year experiences with
the practices of art and design at
the college. Freshmen will now be
required to complete a series of
visual arts classes to better familiarize them with their area of study and
introduce them to other programs
and departments, Mooney said.
“The practices that [the interdisciplinary faculty] are looking at are
definitely intended [to function in
an interdisciplinary fashion], and
the curriculum is really built out in
a more cohesive way,” Mooney said.
She said Fall 2014 freshmen will
not be required to take the foundations courses and the transition
continues to be a slow process that
will likely be complete for freshmen entering in the spring and fall
semesters of 2015.
According to Mooney, students’
graduation timetables will not be
impacted, but the program is simplifying fundamental curriculum
courses and allowing freshman
undergraduate students to take

advanced classes earlier in their
college careers.
“We’re trying to create a more
universal program that would benefit our students and free up credits
for them [in their coming years at
Columbia],” Mooney said.
Each department will remain
independent but will utilize the new
program as their core curriculum,
allowing students to be exposed to
all areas of study, Mooney said.
The faculty members working
on this program include A+D faculty Elizabeth Odom, Brandon
Alvendia, Joan Giroux, Taylor
Hokanson, Whitney Huber, Duncan
MacKenzie, Onur Ozturk, Fo Wilson
and Justin Witte, Greg Foster-Rice
of the Photography Department and
Debra Parr of the Fashion Studies
Department, according to a Sept. 10
emailed statement from Mooney.
“It’s an incredible collaboration,”
Mooney said. “In my 12 years at
Columbia, I have worked in the A+D
Department, but this is the first time
we’re incorporating various chairs
and deans from other areas.”
Dana Connell, associate chair of
the Fashion Studies Department,
said the change is positive and will
benefit students.
“Instead of single skill sets being
learned in a class, it’s a more integrated approach,” Connell said. “The
real world is about having a variety
of skills that cross and intersect.”
Connell said it is important to create an interdisciplinary approach
to the foundations of each A+D

program, adding that it is a more
contemporary method. She said it
is valuable for students to be introduced to different kinds of majors
that can broaden their future.
The foundation courses are
already listed in the course selection guide on OASIS, the college’s
online database. “Introduction to
Visual Culture” was previously an
elective, and art history students
are encouraged to take it, according
to Mooney’s Sept. 10 email.
According to the class description guide, there are classes such as
“Making I” and “Making II,” which
expand visual ideas and delve into
the relationships between objects
and images. The visual arts foundation classes will offer a broader
range of study during a semester
instead of tightly focusing on one
concept, according to the faculty
that created the new program.
Tim Cozzens, interim chair of the
A+D Department, said it is a nomenclature describing the evolution
of program. He said this will be a
college-wide change that will unify
students in all three of the affected
departments by making them work
together as a cohesive unit.
Both students and faculty will be
affected by classes being cut as well
as by the new classes being added to
the curriculum.
“Whenever there’s a new way of
approaching things, there is going to
be friction,” Cozzens said.
cdegen@chroniclemail.com
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Former interdisciplinary arts department chair retires
KYLE HOLLEY
Assistant Campus Editor
AFTER 40 YEARS of working in educa-

tion, Michelle Citron, former chair
and professor in the Interdisciplinary Arts Department, retired at the
start of the Fall 2014 semester.
During her eight years at the college, Citron helped strengthen interdisciplinary studies and pushed
for a stronger sense of communication. In retirement, Citron said she
is looking to pursue her passion for
making people question boundaries
of art and continue to educate audiences through her future projects.
“Part of working in an interdisciplinary way is that you are open
to talk to other disciplines,” Citron
said. “I’ve always found that being
at the border between disciplines is
the most exciting place to be.”
Citron said being able to influence and learn from her students
is what she will miss most about
teaching. She said teaching was a
way to positively alter and enhance
her art because it allowed her to apply concepts to her own work that
she was introduced to while working with students, which in turn
made it more relatable to the audiences she encountered.
Citron said she was looking to
bridge departmental gaps in order
to better the artistic communities
she served. Her ability to navigate more than seven educational
departments at the administrative

level during her time at both Northwestern University and Columbia
is a testament to her choice to stay
at the border of disciplines to foster and embrace communications
between styles, which could ultimately transform an educational
practice, Citron said.
Robin Bargar, dean of the School
of Media Arts, said Citron’s talent
and background in the arts contributed to the extensive impact she
had on the college, particularly on
graduate-level students who were
preparing to enter industries in
which she has strong connections.
“Michelle is extremely talented
as an artist, but she is also very

and teaching within the Interdisciplinary Arts Department, linking
instruction of what were once separate concentrations into one better-communicated focus, according to Bargar.
“I think what she cherished
most was helping young, creative
people to discover the depth of
their talents,” Bargar said. “There
is no doubt that’s what she liked
the most.”
Annette Barbier, a professor in
the Interactive Arts + Media Department and a colleague of Citron’s for more than 20 years, said
Citron has had a great influence
on the development of the college,

Assistant Campus Editor
KIMBERLY MCCARTHY, AN associate

professor in the Humanities, History and Social Sciences department,
died Labor Day weekend after

kholley@chroniclemail.com

— Annette Barbier
good as a leader,” Bargar said.
“Her biggest contribution was
shaping the modern version of
her department.”
Bargar said Citron was instrumental in the integration of three
of the college’s graduate programs,
which helped to shape the Center
for Book and Paper Arts. The center is closely tied to the curriculum

succumbing to a long battle with
an illness.
McCarthy died in hospice care
in her home town of Santa Barbara,
California, she was granted a medical leave, said Steven Corey, chair of
the HHSS Department.

Courtesy ANDREW CAUSEY
Kimberly McCarthy, associate professor in the History, Humanities and Social Science Department, died over
Labor Day weekend. She had been a teacher at the college since 1989.
6 • September 15, 2014

of art and education and is looking
forward to having more time dedicated to the creating and completing new works.
“I get to go back and nurture that
part of myself that I think has been a
little quieter in the eight years I have
been at Columbia,” Citron said.

She appreciated being able
to observe and guide people’s
creative practice.”
adding that her work as a filmmaker
was an example of that.
The opportunity to mentor graduating students who will soon become practicing professionals was
something Citron thrived on, Barbier said. She said Citron’s groundbreaking work as a filmmaker may
go unnoticed by the institutions
she served, but Citron invested the

Faculty remember Kim
McCarthy’s life and legacy
JENNIFER BOYLEN

same passion into the futures of all
the graduate students she instructed in her time with the college.
Citron, who recently completed a film and is currently in the
post-production phase of a second,
said she will continue to approach
her work the same way she always
has. However, she said she will remain connected to the two worlds

Due to the confidentiality of the
Family Medical Leave Act and family wishes, The Chronicle does not
have details on McCarthy’s illness.
McCarthy, who had been working at the college since 1989,
taught courses in psychology. She
helped shape innovative curricula such as creative psychology
and was a founder of the college’s
cultural studies program, Corey
said. McCarthy was skilled at analyzing students’ creative energy,
describing the psychology behind
it and ensuring that students
had the best experience possible,
he added.
“She understood that she was the
perfect representation of a Columbia
College faculty member,” Corey said.
“She was a musician, so she understood what it was like to work with
creative people, but she was also a
social scientist. As an [intellectual],
she was able to bridge academic
work with creative practices in a
way that was truly inspiring.”
Joan Erdman, a professor in
the HHSS Department, was a faculty member when McCarthy was
hired. Erdman said they became
friends instantly and that she knew
she was special. Erdman described
McCarthy as one of a kind, both as a
teacher and a person.
Not only was McCarthy good
for the college, she was also a
musician and composer, so she
knew Columbia was the best place

Courtesy MICHELLE CITRON
Michelle Citron, former chair and professor in the interdisciplinary arts department, said she is excited about
fully immersing herself back into filmmaking following her retirement from the college effective Fall of 2014.

for her to be, given her interests,
Erdman said.
“We were really lucky to get Kim,”
Erdman said. “We were looking for
a psychologist and she was someone
who was interested in creativity,
and that just seemed like a wonderful match for Columbia College.”
Andrew Causey, McCarthy’s close
friend and HHSS Department office
neighbor, said McCarthy’s classes
were popular and that students
always talked positively about her.
“She pushed the boundaries by
doing whatever she thought would
get people to move beyond their typical everyday [tendencies],” Causey
said. “Students loved her .”
Causey described McCarthy as
emotionally kind, slapstick funny
and intellectually deep.
“Things didn’t just happen with
her,” Causey said. “They unfolded
and emerged. Being with her and
working with her was less like a
series of one-liners than it was like
experiencing an improv session.”
Causey said his favorite memory of McCarthy was when they
worked together on her sound performance piece for the New Music
Conference in Evanston, Illinois in
2006, where he played the viola at
McCarthy’s invitation. This was a
huge achievement in her musical
career, and she executed it beautifully, he said.
“Kim had a vision and directed
us with ease and calmness,” Causey
said. “We, the performers, quickly
entered with what Kim’s favorite
theorist Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi
has called flow—where time is
suspended. The audience was
absolutely transfixed at the visual

movements fused with sonic beauty
and joined us in the flow.”
Causey said McCarthy’s choreographic abilities were part of what
made her special. It is very rare to
experience such organization with
so many people, he said.
“Kim was a person able to choreograph such a space of energized
and intense interaction,” Causey
said. “That’s why we will all miss
her so much. Kim is a rare bird who
flew off, but her friends and family
are left with clear, bright memories
of her.”
Rami Gabriel, an associate professor in the HHSS department, said
McCarthy was the closest person to
him at the college as well as his mentor. He said she had a very wacky
teaching style. When McCarthy
guest lectured in Gabriel’s class, she
made every student lie on the ground
and figure out what his or her spirit
animal was, which showed her specific teaching method, he said.
He described her as always being
fun, nice and caring. McCarthy
was also always looking out for the
young faculty to make sure they
were on track, Gabriel said.
“She was always into the beauty
of life and the fun parts of things,”
Gabriel said. “To the end, she was
positive and she never got heavy
about it. [She’s] a person we all lived
our lives with, and I hope we can all
just keep that alive.”
The HHSS Department is
planning a memorial service in
McCarthy’s honor during the month
of November, the exact details of
which are soon be announced.
jboylen@chroniclemail.com

September 15, 2014 • 7

Campus

The Portfolio Center, on behalf of the Albert P. Weisman Trust, congratulates the 2014 award
recipients. Every year the Albert P. Weisman Exhibition showcases work from Award Recipients.
Please join the Portfolio Center in congratulating the winners:
JOHN BROWE

Interdisciplinary Arts & Media Boy in the Woods

MICHAEL BURGNER

Cinema Art + Science

Requiem

JESS DUGAN

Photography

Every Breath We Drew

JOSHUA GARVIN

Cinema Art + Science

Stygian

DANIEL HYNDS

Music Composition

Beyond the Primal Sludge

ANI KATZ

Photography

Autobiographies

LA KEISHA LEEK

Art History

How to Make A Hood Exhibition

JULIANA PISCITIELLO

Interdisciplinary Arts & Media Tin Man

EMILY RAILSBACK

Cinema Art + Science

War Baby

JOSHUA ROBERTS

Acoustics

Evaluating the Impacts of
Sustainable Building systems on
Acoustics

ALEXANDRA ROUECHE

Fashion Design

Plastic Parallels

LEONARDO SELVAGGIO

Interdisciplinary Arts & Media UR ME

APRIL WILSON

Cinema Art + Science

Two-A-Days

SARA WINSON

Photography

Possessions

The Weisman Exhibition runs from September 2nd - October 10th in the
Arcade Gallery, 618 S. Michigan Avenue, 2nd Floor. Please join us for the opening reception on
Friday, September 19th from 4:00 - 8:00 pm. Best in Show Winners announced at 5:30 pm.

colum.edu/weisman

Award is sponsored by Portfolio Center of Columbia College
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College reexamines IT funding after Moodle malfunction
KATHERINE DAVIS
Campus Editor

online classroom aid—has led to a
glitch that has the administration
reevaluating how the Information
Technology Department is funded.
Prior to the start of the Fall
2014 semester, faculty lost information they had uploaded to the
learning platform Moodle when a
routine update was implemented.
It coincided with the departure of
Bernadette McMahon, the former
chief information officer, who had
been with the college for 32 years
until her sudden retirement on Aug.
29, and the subsequent appointment
of Ronald Aderhold Sept. 2 as the
interim CIO.
Michelle Gates, chief financial officer and vice president of
Business Affairs, said the college
is still determining whether the
glitch was caused by Moodle or the
IT Department, but technicians
worked with professors to ensure
files were restored by the beginning
of the semester.

Alexander Aghayere THE CHRONICLE

AN UPDATE TO Moodle—the college’s

“IT helped [faculty] with re-uploading information,” Gates said.
“They were available over [Labor
Day] weekend for faculty members
to stop in and update information on
the website.”
The IT Department has historically been underfunded, a problem
the administration plans to address
this year, Gates said. The college
is assessing whether additional
funds will be needed in the future,
but decisions will not be made
until enrollment numbers are final
and the budget can be completed,
she said.
Aderhold, who was hired to review
the IT Department’s needs, declined
to comment on the department’s

involvement with Moodle.
Gates said the college will launch
a search for a permanent CIO this
academic year but will be collaborating with Aderhold to find solutions to the department’s problems
until a CIO is selected. She said all
systems are being re-examined.
“We are reviewing all of the systems to understand if we have the
best systems in place and how we
can improve the service and what
the best strategy is for us delivering
technology so that we have consistent technology,” Gates said.
David Noffs, instructional specialist in the Center for Innovation
in Teaching Excellence and parttime faculty in the Interactive Arts

IT and Moodle haven’t had the resources, the support
and the personnel that really would ensure that it is
going to be maintained.”
– David Noffs
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& Media Department, said Moodle
was initially introduced to the college in 2008 as an alternative to
OASIS, which was receiving complaints at the time. He said because
Moodle is open-sourced software,
it was simple to install and was an
inexpensive option to expand the
college’s technology services.
“[Moodle] allows you to adapt and
modify the interface,” Noffs said.
“It’s flexible. We could customize it
for Columbia. It offers features that
OASIS didn’t at the time. It’s really
a fantastic, robust program when it’s
running correctly.”
Noffs said the IT Department
did not receive adequate funding
to ensure the college’s technological infrastructure was always
operating effectively.
“IT and Moodle haven’t had the
resources, the support and the personnel that really would ensure
that it is going to be maintained,”
Noffs said. “I hope that as changes
are made, attention is paid to this
critical part of Columbia and make
Moodle the great LMS it can be.”
Jim DeRogatis, a lecturer in the
English Department, said Moodle
has always been challenging to use
because of its complicated style.
“I hate Moodle,” DeRogatis said.
“It’s not user-friendly. It has this
look of a dumbed-down grade school
program, but it’s not even simple
enough to work.”
DeRogatis said with every update,
faculty members have to relearn

the program. He said although he
has attended workshops designed
to teach faculty how to use Moodle,
which are hosted by the college, he
has seldom found them useful.
He said his students have also
expressed their dissatisfaction
with Moodle, adding that he prefers OASIS to Moodle because it is
easier to upload syllabi, multimedia
content and class readings.
“I think Columbia is working hard
to move into the digital interface
future,” DeRogatis said. “I just don’t
think Moodle is very good and I’m
sure there is better out there.”
Brendan Riley, an associate professor in the English Department,
said he was one of the first faculty
members to use Moodle when it
was introduced at the college. He
said the workshop within which
he acquired the knowledge was
effective.
He said although there have been
problems with Moodle this semester, he still prefers using it over
OASIS and that he uses it in every
one of his classes.
“As somebody who studies and
has worked on scholarly work about
management systems, Moodle
is among the better options we
have,” Riley said. “Compared to the
OASIS, Moodle has more options
for instructor’s to use a variety of
tools and classroom practices and
it’s much more customizable.
kdavis@chroniclemail.com
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xx 9/11

xx WEBSITE

weather drove students away early,
according to Ngo.
Ngo and the organizations involved said they agreed to find a
new location for future events because of its noise pollution and poor
opportunity for advertisements.
“The location is horrendous due
to the train,” Ngo said. “Weather
has been working against us, but
I’m glad [some people] came out to
show their support.”
Ngo emceed and spoke four
times during the hour-and-a-half
long event. Ngo’s stories recalled
his time on a ship swaying between
a tsunami and a tropical storm and
love letters never sent.
“[Veterans] have a lot of stories
and a lot of memories,” Ngo said.
“We are here trying to give an insight on our lives and something
that [fellow students] would never
have the chance to look into before.”
Ngo said one of his main goals for
the organization and the event was
to showcase how student veterans
are not defined by stereotypes that
are often attached to soldiers.
“[The event] was to educate and
tell people, ‘I know you got this idea
of me, but I know who I am,’” Ngo
said. “I’m not ‘Apocalypse Now,’
‘Jarhead,’ ‘Black Hawk Down or
Saving Private Ryan.’ I’m not the
movies or pop culture often displayed when you hear ‘veteran.’”
Cameron Boswell, a student
veteran and a senior audio arts &
acoustics major, spoke about his experience with 9/11 and why he enlisted in the armed forces. He said
he wanted the audience to realize
people are still overseas today.
“[We wanted to] keep the memory alive,” Boswell said. “Maybe just
make people remember.”
Speakers reflected on their time
overseas and shared memories.
Others shared poetry or letters and
journal entries. Boswell said veterans having the opportunity to share
their work was powerful.
However, some students were
not aware of the event or that the
Student Veteran Society exists.
Colin Petersen, a senior journalism major, said this was the first he
had heard of the society.
“They need to advertise more in
the buildings,” Petersen said.
Kari Allen, a junior journalism
major, said she had no idea an event
was taking place, but that she would
not have attended even if she did.
“I’m an introvert,” Allen said.
“I’ll force myself to go places [but]
I probably wouldn’t go to the 9/11
event [because I didn’t know of
anyone going].”
Jessica Davis, vice president of
the SPB and a junior business &
entrepreneurship major, said the
event was a community service
project for her organization. She
said while it was billed as a 9/11 memorial event, it was also intended to
increase the organization’s profile
on campus.
“I’m hoping this raises awareness
for the Student Veteran Society,”
Davis said. “I’m hoping it will bring
people to a better understanding of
what [student veterans] have been
through and that they do exist.”

and communicate with the college.
“I think it’s important for any college or university to have a strong
website, but I think it’s particularly
important for us because we’re a
college that is known for the creativity of its students and faculty,”
Wearden said. “We want a website
that really reflects that creative
environment.”
Anne-Marie St. Germaine, interim vice president of Communications & Marketing, said the new
website will attract prospective

Continued from FRONT PAGE

Continued from FRONT PAGE

students because it is compelling
and appeals to their interests in
contrast to the old website, which
had the same format since 2007.
“Our website is really our primary marketing tool in terms of
prospective students and getting
our messages out about the college
and the experience that students
will have,” St. Germaine said. “We
were able to put the final touches on it, and now it’s live, and it’s
very exciting.”
St. Germaine said this is the first
stage in redesigning the website
and that there are still sections of it
that are from the old website.

Mary Forde, assistant vice president of Creative Services, said her
office was responsible for the design of the website and said it set
out with the goal to make it more
interesting, engaging and memorable. Forde said she was inspired by
the websites of the college’s competitors that she hand picked and
chose what worked best for the
college’s vision.
“Our goal was to do something
that had never been done before,”
Forde said. “We wanted it to be very
impactful, very artful and engaging
for that particular prospective student audience.”

She said there are approximately
two more years of work to be done
on the website, but the college is
proud of the website’s progress so
far. She also said there will be several methods of soliciting feedback,
which includes email handles and
communication between department chairs and school deans.
“We’ve gotten a lot of positive
feedback,” Forde said. “I think the
college should be proud that it has a
fabulous new website and that most
of the work was done by an internal
team. It’s extraordinary.”
kdavis@chroniclemail.com

cdegen@chroniclemail.com
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“BLOODY
HILARIOUS!”
-The Toronto Star

xx CRAWL

Continued from PG. 3

“In previous years, Parent’s Weekend always had a crawl, so we thought it would make
more sense to connect it to something that is
already existing,” Bourne said. “It’s not just all
of the galleries or in the departments, but it’s
all of our neighbors and businesses [together]
so parents can really see what their student’s
community looks like.”
Bourne said there are not only more events
this year than last, but also many other interesting collaborations such as an appearance
from KISS FM and the college’s Dance Department performing in the Sculpture Garden, on Wabash Ave. & E. 11th St.; a group of
journalism students overseeing social media during the crawl; and a partnership with
EXPO CHICAGO at Navy Pier to feature
student work. There will also be a full schedule of events in Papermakers Garden.
Stan Wearden, senior vice president and
provost, said the WAC Crawl is important
for building a community and giving students a sense of belonging. He also said he
encourages parents to take this opportu-

nity to show interest in what their kids are
doing at Columbia and what is going on with in
their community.
Wearden said the crawl is an opportunity
for students to bring their parents to events
that showcase the artistic environment they
experience at Columbia as well as see how the
college educates students.
“Making parents aware of the kinds of lives
that their students are living as Columbia
students is beneficial because it makes it easier than for parents to talk with their children
about what they’re doing as students here,”
Wearden said.
He said student and parent engagement
can lead to greater success. Statistically, students with more involved parents are more
likely to complete a program successfully and
proceed to graduation, he added.
“That kind of engagement by parents can
help with retention, and it can help with persistence to graduation and help a student persevere and get that degree.”
Parent’s Weekend takes place Sept. 19—20,
featuring the WAC Crawl all day Sept 19.
jboylen@chroniclemail.com

Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
For the first time, the WAC Crawl coincides with the college’s Parent’s Weekend on Sept. 19. The college hopes that this year’s event, the
biggest WAC Crawl to date, will help parents engage with their student’s education.

xx BARBER

Continued from PG. 3

series is exclusive to men, it examines
universal issues throughout all gender
identities. These subjects include things
such as course load and relationship troubles that are widespread. The series focuses on common problems in hopes to
also foster discussion among the attendees regarding those things, according
to Kelly.
“For black males to have a place to wrestle
with individual and societal issues is very important,” Kelly said.
The program is a concept that has been
successful since its inception, Kelly said. He

said the college recognizes certain difficulties
that different groups may face and supports
their needs and interests with programs
like these. The college promotes an environment where students can feel comfortable
talking about concerns and socializing with
fellow classmates.
Additionally, The Barbershop series does
not shun men of any other ethnicity and, it —

welcomes diversity in the program. The
Barbershop program hope to endorse a
heightened level of cohesion among them,
he said.
“It’s about difficult issues [and] camaraderie, and I have always been so impressed with
the concept and how it plays out,” Kelly said.
kholley@chroniclemail.com

SCHEDULE: Tue, Wed, Thu at 7:30 pm

Fri, Sat at 7:00 & 10:30 pm • Sun at 3:00 pm

SEPTEMBER 23– OCTOBER 12

800-775-2000 •

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT ALL BROADWAY IN CHICAGO
BOX OFFICES AND TICKETMASTER RETAIL LOCATIONS.
GROUPS 10+: 312-977-1710
Visit www.EVILDEADTHEMUSICAL.com
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Courtesy KIMBERLY WEATHERLY
The Barbershop series promotes discussion about universal issues. A group of male students at last year’s event gather to discuss the many
questions and concerns they have about academic issues, social acceptance and relationships.

Monday, september 15, 2014
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Chicago taps tweets to combat food poisoning cases

MAX GREEN
Assistant Sports & Health Editor

AN APP THAT scans Twitter for key-

words related to food poisoning is
putting the power to recommend
restaurants for inspection directly
into the hands of Chicago residents.
The app, Foodborne Chicago,
launched in March 2013 and has
classified more than 3,000 tweets
resulting in hundreds of reports
being filed directly through the service. The project is the Midwest’s
response to what may be a growing
trend of governments staying on
top of social media to better address
public health issues. Similarly, New
York City’s Department of Public
Health and Mental Hygiene has
begun to investigate potential food
poisoning cases based on data taken from online restaurant reviews.
With Foodborne Chicago, when
a Twitter user tweets in the city
about an incidence of suspected
food poisoning, the city reaches out
and provides them with a form to
fill out a detailed complaint. Completed forms are then reviewed and
the public health department determines whether or not the food
vendor or restaurant in question
warrants an investigation.

Each year in the U.S., 55–105
million people experience acute
gastroenteritis—inflammation in
the stomach lining characterized
by vomiting, diarrhea, nausea and
cramps—caused by foodborne bacteria. This results in treatment
costs of $2–4 billion annually, according to a paper published in the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention’s Aug. 15 Morbidity and
Mortality Weekly Report. The CDC
estimates that 45 percent of food
poisoning cases—caused by exposure to bacteria from unsafe food
environments—go unreported.
“Chicago’s health commissioner
noticed that people were tweeting
about getting sick at restaurants
and thought it was an untapped resource that the city could use to improve reporting and investigation,”
said Jenine Harris, author of the
paper and an assistant professor
at Washington University’s Brown
School of Social Work in St. Louis.
She said the design of Foodborne
Chicago was developed through a
collaboration between the health
department’s Healthy Chicago program and Smart Chicago.
“The app consumes three of the
[search codes built into the back
end of Twitter] related to a partic-

ular phrase and within a particular
boundary, in this case, ‘food poisoning’ within Chicago,” said Daniel X.
O’Neil, executive director of Smart
Chicago and a developer of the app.
O’Neil said that once Foodborne
flags a tweet based on those standards, it runs through a natural language processing system. The app
is then able to determine with some
degree of accuracy which tweets
are related to legitimate cases of
food poisoning within city limits.
Harris said Foodborne Chicago does not have a way to follow
whether the people who are sent
the form via Twitter are the same
people who are filing the incident
reports that Foodborne receives.
“We’ve replied to about 270
tweets so far, and 193 forms were
filled out,” Harris said. “While we
can’t match them directly, we think
it’s having a good response.”
Once a form is filled out and submitted, the process of addressing
the complaint is similar to traditional reports filed through Chicago’s 311 system, according to Raed
Mansour, an executive assistant
to the Commissioner for Chicago’s
Department of Public Health.
Mansour said in an email that if
an inspection is carried out based

Courtesy CHICAGO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

on a complaint, the results of that
inspection are uploaded into an online tracker where the person who
filed the complaint can be updated
about the status of his or her submission. He said a portion of the
food poisoning cases that go unreported could stem from individuals
being unaware of how to contact
their local health departments
about the incident, but developers
are actively seeking user feedback
to continue to improve the system.
“[A civic user testing group] we
performed recently helped us decide how to modify the website to
make it more effective,” O’Neil said.
“We’re monitoring the success of
the project, and we’ll be making up-

dates to the interface to account for
what we discover.”
According to Mansour, the basic
code for the Foodborne Chicago
app is available online for anyone to
copy and adapt for use in different
cities. He said the technology the
app is based on is rapidly evolving
and the app is expected to become
more efficient along with it.
“You can’t underestimate the
visibility of Chicago’s 311 system,”
O’Neil said. “We’re just a part of the
overall infrastructure of communication between the resident and the
city. People know that the city cares
about their physical health.”
mgreen@chroniclemail.com

Research reveals flaw in concussion recovery

WHILE CONCUSSIONS REMAIN among the

most common injuries sustained by
high school athletes, little is known
about the recovery process. A recent
study from the University of Oregon
found that high school athletes who
are medically cleared to return to
the field within 60 days of suffering
a concussion often experience a significant decline in their abilities to
simultaneously walk and perform
simple mental tasks.
The study followed 13 football
players, four soccer players, a volleyball player and a wrestler. Among
the regressions that athletes experienced was a change in balance and/
or altered walking speed, which was
found to have occurred in 12 of the
19 athletes, according to the study.
Of the 12 athletes, 10 had returned to
activity in less than a month.
The seven athletes who did not
experience these regressions performed similarly to uninjured control subjects and returned to action
more than 20 days after their injuries. Athletes were assessed at five
different points: within 72 hours,
one week, two weeks, a month and
two months post-injury, according
to the study.

Li-Shan Chou, professor in the U
of O Department of Human Physiology, said the study was not aimed
at setting a new timetable but rather
assessing athletes with concussions
in the best possible way.
“Our focus was really on if you do
suffer a concussion, how do we find
the best way to evaluate the athlete’s
recovery?” Chou said. “We can make
sure that when they are allowed to
return to activity they are in the best
shape they can possibly be in.”
Concussion awareness has increased in recent years, with every

state and the District of Columbia passing laws or amendments
between 2009–2013, to change
protocol for athletes who suffered
concussions in high school sports,
according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.
Despite the policies already in
place, Jeffrey Mjaanes, a sports
medicine physician at Chicago’s
Rush University Medical Center,
said one of the main problems in
treating concussions is that athletes
are taking more risks as the equipment they use continues to improve.

Andrea Cannon THE CHRONICLE

EDDIE DIAZ
Assistant Sports & Health Editor

“You build a better helmet and
better equipment, and kids feel
more invincible,” Mjaanes said.
“They come out, and they hit harder
and that’s part of the problem.”
According to the CDC, most
states’ concussion laws require that
athletes cannot return to play until
after at least 24 hours of recovery
and permission from a healthcare
professional has been received.
Mjaanes said the problem is that
doctors have to rely on their patients’ self-evaluations.
“Right now, we still largely rely on
the athlete to tell us if they are having symptoms,” Mjaanes said. “If an
athlete tells us that they aren’t having symptoms, we do the tests that
we have, to try to ascertain, to the
best of our ability, if that athlete is
giving us correct information. And
if they seem to be back at their baseline, we clear them to go back.”
USA Football’s Heads Up program, one of the largest programs
advocating for safer play, has seen
more than 750 high schools spanning across 44 states register for
their program this season for coaching education, stronger fundamentals and safer play, according to Steve
Alic, USA Football spokesman. Alic
also said that players should not be
rushed back from injury.

“We emphasize the CDC’s direction,” Alic said. “When in doubt,
sit them out. If an athlete is even
suspected of having a concussion,
that player should be removed from
play immediately. That awareness is
happening, and there’s more work to
be done.”
Mjaanes echoed those sentiments, saying that the timetable for
concussion recovery could change
as new technology in the medical
field continues to be introduced.
“I think as new technology comes
about, we might find that athletes
are not recovering from concussions
as fast as we thought,” Mjaanes said.
“If that is the case, the timetable will
need to be changed.”
Mjaanes also said that not everything should be changed based
on one study, but that more studies
need to be done.
“As of right now, we’re still kind of
limited in what we can do [to treat
concussions],”Mjaanes said. “I don’t
think that we should change everything based on [U of O’s] study—we
need more studies—but if they keep
confirming this same fact [about regression], then we do need to change
the timetable on [when athletes
should] return to play.”
ediaz@chroniclemail.com
September 15, 2014 • 11

The Columbia Chronicle
12 • September 15, 2014

Galahad brings combat to Columbia
CHRIS SHUTTLESWORTH
Assistant Sports & Health Editor
THE RENEGADES HAVE added another
team to their collective, bringing a
new game and new opportunities to
Columbia College.
The organization, called Galahad, was established Sept. 2 under
the Belegarth Medieval Combat
Society, in which participants
fight with foam-padded weapons
while wearing medieval and fantasy-themed clothes and gear.
Carleigh Fleming, a junior art+
design major student who started
Galahad, said participants in the
sport range from ages 16–50.
Fleming said everyone should
join the group because it is a fun activity. She describes the process of
the game as a never-ending battle.
“The heralds, which are equivalent to referees’, say ‘Weapons up,’
which means get ready and then
they call ‘Lay on’ and the battle
starts,” Fleming said. “When someone dies, they either sit or lie on
the ground.”
She said there must be three
points of contact and both feet and
hands must lie on the field, indicating the death. Once everyone is
dead, there is one winner and the
battle starts again.
Brian Fong, junior audio arts &
acoustics major, said the teams are
required to use padded weapons
that adhere to safety standards.

“Right now we have shields,
swords and big two-handers, which
we call red-weapons,” Fong said.
“Players tape the end of the swords
to identify what they can do.”
Green tape allows a player to stab
another person with the sword,
whereas red tape signifies that the
sword can break shields, Fong said.
Fights typically last for about three
hours, he said.
“It’s really a physical activity that
they do, and it’s a lot of fun whacking people with foam swords and
[more],” said Mike Sempek, Student
Athletics president.
The Renegades are excited that
Galahad joined the athletics organization, he said. The process of how
organizations were created in previous years has changed for this academic year, according to Sempek.
“Anything that is an outdoor or
physical activity becomes part of
the Renegades now,” Sempek said.
“Since Galahad is technically a
physical outdoor activity, they are
now apart of us.”
Galahad and the Renegades connected at the Medieval Olympics,
which were hosted by the Columbia
Fitness Center last May at EastWest University.
“We had a big fight with weapons and it gave [The Renegades
as a whole] the chance to see who
[Galahad] was and what they were
all about.... They never really seemed
to fit in anywhere else,” Sempek said.

During a field battle, shield men
stand with spears and other accessible equipment, Fong said. Although Galahad has been associated with LARPing, which stands for
live action role-playing, the activity
comes with minor contact.
“I think a lot of people assumed
that we are all just running around
and attacking people with foam
swords,” Fong said. “We actually hit
[each other] hard.”
Before traveling to New Jersey
during the summer, Fong said he injured the ligaments in his thumb in a
battle at Foster Beach in Edgewater.
“Accidents happen all the time,”
Fong said. “You have to accept that
you are going to be hit and that
you’re going to have to hit others, as
well. We are just a bunch of friendly people who happen to beat each
other up.”
Fleming said she joined the team
after a friend invited her to one of
Belegarth’s practices two years ago.
“It did not feel like an exercise
event even though the next day, I
woke up covered in bruises and really felt sore, but I was like, ‘Man, I
cannot wait until the next one.’”
The biggest thing will be getting
students to come and participate,
Sempek said.
“I’m excited because they are a
strange organization,” he said. “I
am glad to give them a opportunity.”
cshuttlesworth@chroniclemail.com

ANDREA DUNN

Sport: Tennis

Team/School: Columbia Renegades

Courtesy ANDREA DUNN

CHRIS SHUTTLESWORTH
Assistant Sports & Health Editor
ANDREA DUNN, A sophomore art +

design major, began playing tennis when she was 4 years old. Her
dad and sisters played throughout
their lives, which is what led Dunn
to pick up a racket. Dunn had to
make a tough decision between art
and sports during her senior year
of high school. She had to choose
which college gave her the best
opportunity to grow as both an artist and an athlete. Ultimately, she
chose Columbia. The Orland Park,
Illinois-native said her future lies
either in illustration or graphic design. Outside of art, Dunn has become co-captain of the Renegades
tennis team, which was established
in the Spring 2013 semester. With
the new team, Dunn has been focused on managing classes and recruiting committed players.
The Chronicle spoke with Dunn
about her adjustment to college, her
drive for tennis and her expectations for the new Renegades team.

THE CHRONICLE: How have you adjusted to Columbia?
ANDREA DUNN: I love Columbia
because everyone has a passion for
their art and there is always something to do here. It’s nice to be able
to go to the courts at Grant Park and
play with the city right behind you.
What expectations do you have for
the tennis team this year?
I have big expectations since we
are just starting out. Last year, we
weren’t able to get into a league because we were still trying to build a
team. This year, we are on the way
to getting a pretty big team, having
a lot of committed players, getting into a league and playing with
schools around the city.

How do you balance being a student
and an athlete?
It’s a lot of hard work, especially
being the co-captain and trying to
start up a team that is very new at
this school. I would compare it to
Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
managing your own business. You
As summertime draws to a close, Chicagoans dance to the sounds of the Teddy Lee Orchestra in Grant Park on Sept. 7. The Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs and have to get everyone participating,
Special Events has offered free dance lessons to the public since June. This weekly event, known as SummerDance, has explored and educated many styles of dance,
scheduling events and orga
including, ‘30s & ‘40s swing, Puerto Rican bombazo and honky-tonk country.
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nizing the team as a whole. It’s a lot
of work, but since I was on my team
in high school, it has been natural to
set aside time for school and also to
play tennis.

What has been your biggest obstacle
and how did you overcome it?
My senior year, right before our
sectional tournament, I had a pretty bad knee injury. I dislocated the
cartilage around my meniscus. It
was very painful for a long time,
and I ended up losing in sectionals.
I focused on trying to get better, and
even though my goal was to make it
to state that year, I knew it wasn’t
likely because of the injury. [But] I
stayed positive.

What advice do you have for young
female athletes?
I would tell them not to give up on
their sport no matter what. I wanted to go to an art school, but I didn’t
want to give [tennis] up, so I decided to come to Columbia, where
they offered both. Even if somehow down the road you get stuck,
try the best you can to incorporate
playing your favorite sport in your
life, whether it’s just with friends
or making an effort to start up your
own team. Never give it up.

Who are your role models and how
have they helped contribute to the
success in your life?
My role models are my older sisters
and my parents. I was always very
close to my sisters. I always looked
up to them, and they’re always looking out for me, so I really appreciate
[their support].

What are your thoughts on Serena
Williams winning another title?
Ever since I was little, I would always follow Serena and Venus
[Williams], and [watching her win
now] kind of makes me feel old.

Do you plan on pursuing tennis as a
professional career?
Unfortunately, I do not. But I plan
on playing it [for] the rest of my life
whether with friends or in a league.
cshuttlesworth@chroniclemail.com
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NFL, NFLPA agree on new drug policy

Associated Press
Josh Gordon, suspended Cleveland Browns wide receiver, warms up before an Aug. 18 game against Washington.

EDDIE DIAZ
Assistant Sports & Health Editor
LAST SEASON, CLEVELAND Browns

wide receiver Josh Gordon led the
NFL in receiving yards, catching 87
passes for 1,646 yards and 9 touchdowns. This season, after receiving
a one-year suspension for violating
the NFL’s previous drug policy, it
seemed as though Gordon would
not see the field this season, but
things have changed.
After weeks of negotiation, the
NFL and the NFL Players Association agreed on a new drug policy
that saw Gordon’s suspension re-

duced to 10 games. The four-game
suspensions of Denver Broncos
wide receiver Wes Welker and Dallas Cowboys cornerback Orlando
Scandrick have been overturned
and both players can return to their
teams immediately, according to
the NFL website. Both sides came
together on key issues such as reform in marijuana testing, which
raises the threshold for a sample
to 35ng/ml, as well as reducing
suspensions for first-time marijuana offenders to two games, down
from four games under the old policy, according to a Sept. 12 NFLPA
press release.

In addition to lesser punishments for marijuana use, testing for
human growth hormones will begin, effective immediately. However, the collection of blood for HGH
testing is prohibited on game days,
according to the press release. Under the new policy, Gordon and others would not have failed their drug
tests, which has caused speculation
among ESPN and other media outlets that players could potentially
sue the NFL for lost salary.
Scott Andresen, a Chicago sports
law attorney, said that while the
players could sue, he does not think
they have a strong case because
they were punished under the policy that was in place at the time of
their violations.
“Let’s say they increase the speed
limit from 65 to 70 miles per hour
on January 1 [and] I get pulled over
at 11:59 p.m. on December 31 driving 70 miles an hour, which at the
time was five miles [per hour] over
the limit,” Andresen said. “I would
get a ticket [because] I violated the
law as it existed at that time.”
In March, Lester Grinspoon, a
professor of psychiatry at Harvard
Medical School and author of the
book “Marijuana Reconsidered,”
suggested that the NFL look into
using marijuana as a possible concussion treatment. Grinspoon said
his proposal could potentially help
affected players immediately.
“Whatever else [marijuana]
does, it’s not going to hurt you,”

Grinspoon said. “My proposal is
something that could be done right
away while the research to confirm
it [or disconfirm it] is done.”
Grinspoon also said concussions
and head injuries are not going to be
solved by equipment changes but
that marijuana may be able to help
where equipment cannot.
“Helmets do a good job of protecting the skull, but they do very
little for its contents—the brain,”
Grinspoon said. “Cannabis is
[shown to be] neuroprotective.”
NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell said he would not rule out medical marijuana use as a possible
treatment for players if more scientific evidence comes to light that it
could be helpful, according to a January ESPN report.
Dr. Ed Gogek, an addiction psychiatrist, said he hopes the NFL remains drug-free, new policy or not.
“The pro-marijuana folks are
pushing marijuana on everything,”
Gogek said. “Unless there is really good research, I don’t buy what
they’re saying.”
Grinspoon wrote an open letter
to the NFL in which he urged the
league to change its drug policy
drastically and allow players the
freedom to treat their pain how
they see fit.
“I would urge the NFL to drop its
urine testing marijuana program,
so that players who believe that a
high ratio CBD/THC substance
may be useful to them [for pain or

concussions] will be free to use
it without objection by the NFL.”
Grinspoon said in the letter.
Grinspoon said he was not offended by the NFL’s lack of response because his proposal has
been viewed as taboo by many,
Harvard included.
“Harvard has been very annoyed
with me for doing this,” Grinspoon
said. “They don’t want people to
know about me.”
The NFL’s new policy, while
seemingly less strict on marijuana,
still does not give players the right
to freely use the drug even if it is legal in the states they play in. While
many fans have taken to social media sites like Twitter to speak in favor of this move, there has also been
some backlash toward Goodell for
not allowing players to recreationally use marijuana, even if it is legal
in the states they play in.
Gogek said the NFL needs to remember that its players are role
models to young people.
“Historically, one of the events
that really changed drug use in this
country was the death of [college
basketball star] Len Bias,” Gogek
said. “After he died, cocaine use in
this country dropped by two-thirds.
People really pay attention to what
athletes do, and that’s what the
marijuana lobby wants— they want
the NFL to use it so they can say
that athletes are using it too.”
ediaz@chroniclemail.com
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MAX GREEN

Assistant Sports & Health Editor

LIKE MOST COMPONENTS that make
up human biology, stem cells lose
steam over time. However, in two
new studies scientists may have
found ways to keep them replicating and functional for longer. These
findings could lead to novel treatments in both age- and disease-related muscular degeneration.
The two papers, published alongside one another on Sept. 7 in the
journal Nature Medicine, each
focused on a different signaling
pathway—a series of proteins that
transmit signals from outside of a
cell to the inside of a cell—affecting the regeneration of stem cells
in skeletal muscle. One of the three
major muscle types in the body,
skeletal muscle is affected by aging
and degenerative muscle-wasting
diseases like muscular dystrophy,
a genetic mutation expressed in
every one in a few thousand male
births, according to the National
Institutes of Health.
To maintain skeletal muscle,
whether in the face of aging or a
degenerative disease, there are two
main processes that need to happen, according to Alessandra Sacco,
an assistant professor at the Sanford-Burnham Medical Research
Institute where one of the two studies was performed.

“There is a need to have stem
cells within the tissue that can actually repair the injured muscle
when damage occurs,” Sacco said.
“The [second process] is that these
cells need to be able to generate mature muscle and differentiate into
muscle fibers.”
Differentiation is the process by
which, when a stem cell divides,
one of the copies specializes and
enters the early stages of becoming
a new kind of cell—in this instance,
a skeletal muscle cell. Sacco’s team
looked at a signaling protein called
STAT3, which is released by cells
in response to injury and can trigger the expression of certain genes
related to the early development
of muscle fiber. STAT3 has been
shown to sometimes aid in the regeneration of tissue and at other
times hinder it.
Sacco said that in the case of
muscular dystrophy, gene mutation makes muscle cell membranes
very fragile. Over time these fragile
fibers are easily damaged and require almost constant repair. After
undergoing several cycles of degeneration and repair, stem cells become progressively more exhausted and are less effective at healing
damaged tissue. Those who suffer
from the disease can experience
an inability to relax their muscles,
difficulty with basic motor function
and severe impairment.

“Our goal was to try to understand whether a specific pathway
like STAT3 could act selectively
and tip the balance between those
two processes,” Sacco said.
When researchers introduced
the inhibitor, made from molecules
that bind to STAT3, they found that
this binding prevented the protein
from activating genes within the
nuclei of cells that could otherwise
suppress stem cell growth and the
formation of new skeletal muscle
tissue. Suppressing this pathway
could help expand the muscle’s
supply of stem cells and build new
muscle fiber more efficiently.
According to Alessandra Castiglioni, a post-doctoral fellow at
Harvard University’s Stem Cell
Institute, when there is injury in a
skeletal muscle, immune cells are
recruited to the site of the inflammation to clear debris from the
damaged muscle fibers. The immune cells then begin to create an
environment in which stem cells
can begin the process of building
new muscle. These stem cells have
the ability to divide to create building blocks for new muscle fibers or
to give rise to more stem cells that
can be set aside for later use.
“When a body or an organism
ages, the normal physiology is altered and you start to lose muscle,”
Castiglioni said. “One reason for
this is that the stem cells are not

+

+

+
+

able to continue reconstituting
their supply so their numbers and
functionality reduce with age.”
Michael Rudnicki, a senior scientist, director of the regenerative
medicine program at the Ottawa
Hospital Research Institute and
lead researcher for the second
study, said his team isolated muscle stem cells from mice of varying
ages and inserted them into younger mice to assess how their function
declined with age. The researchers
identified the activation of the socalled JAK-STAT pathway, which
directs stem cells to divide and
preferentially make new muscle fiber rather than replenishing stem
cell reserves, as one of the major
changes that occurs as with age.
“We found that this JAK-STAT
pathway [has an influence] on this
very early decision-making process,” Rudnicki said.
When researchers applied a drug
or genetic approach to inhibiting
the activation of JAK-STAT, muscle stem cells regained their renewal and repair abilities.
Rudnicki said a stem cell can divide in a variety of ways. It can give

+

+
+
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Stem cell studies signal new
brawn in muscle maintenance

When inhibited, STAT3
and JAK-STAT, two
protein-signaling
pathways, have been
shown to play a
role in replenishing
supplies of stem cells
and aiding muscle
growth in the face of
aging and disease.

rise to two cells that are both dedicated to the development of new
tissue, in which case the body’s supply of muscle stem cells depletes as
the two new cells are redirected to
build tissue rather than replenish
reserves. A stem cell can also divide
and produce two cells that are both
stockpiled for later use, or one cell
can be dedicated to each cause.
The discovery of a way to inhibit the activation of the JAK-STAT
pathway, and in turn determine
which way stem cells will divide
and how those new cells will be
used, could help address the muscle
deterioration that occurs with age.
“I think stem cell research is paving the road for regenerative medicine to enter the clinic,” Rudnicki
said. “We’re arriving at a tilting
point where, within our lifetimes,
we’re going to transform the practice of medicine. If we can identify
drugs that target and mobilize these
cells in a specific way, then we will
be able to greatly enhance the treatment of diseases for which we don’t
have any treatment at this time.”
mgreen@chroniclemail.com
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‘DNA fingerprint’ links long-lost twin stars across galaxy

RUSH SHIVNI

Contributing Writer
ASTROPHYSICISTS AT THE University

of California in Santa Cruz have
discovered that the rapid, turbulent
mixing of interstellar gas clouds
forms different stars that are chemically identical.
Multiple stars are born in a “stellar nursery,” which are giant molecular clouds of gas and dust. The
results of a computer simulation
designed by Mark Krumholz, associate professor of astronomy and
astrophysics at UCSC, and Yi Feng,
astrophysics graduate student at
UCSC, have shown evidence of
each star sharing the same chemical “tag” or “DNA fingerprint” after
the star-forming process.
“If the most rapid star formation
process possible makes clusters
that are chemically homogeneous,
anything a bit more leisurely, which
allows more time for chemical mixing, will yield even higher levels of
homogeneity,” Krumholz said.
Feng and Krumholz created a
computer simulation of two clouds
with different element compositions. They added dye to each
cloud and found that the two clouds
mixed violently yet efficiently,
forming a cluster of stars all in the
same shade of purple. The stars
were chemically the same.

In June 2014, Ivan Ramirez, a researcher at the University of Texas
at Austin and at the McDonald Observatory in Fort Davis, Texas, published a paper that identified a star
within our universal “neighborhood” as a sibling to our own sun.
As of now, his find is the only sibling
star to our own that has been found.
“The clouds from which our star
was born also created thousands
of other stars, and all of these stars
should contain these mixtures of elements,” Ramirez said.

According to Krumholz, stellar
formation has two causes: rapidly collapsing gas that creates turbulence and thermal instability,
where certain parts of the clouds
compress and others thin out. The
rate at which this occurs is so rapid that the process can easily speed
out of control and send the gas into
turbulent motion.
The project began roughly five
years ago when Krumholz and
Joss Bland-Hawthorn, an Australian Laureate Fellow professor of

29.4 Myr

29.4 Myr

Courtesy MARK KRUMHOLZ and YI FENG
Tracer dyes added to different gas streams simulate the formation of stars with identical chemical compositions.

physics and director of the Sydney
Institute for Astronomy, met at a
conference. Bland-Hawthorn and
his team had found stars within a
cluster that were homogeneous, but
at that time, they were not able to
measure the stars properly.
“All the measurements gave results consistent with zero difference in abundance for stars in the
same cluster,” Krumholz said.
That may have meant these were
negligible differences or these stars
were in fact chemically identical,
but they did not have the tools to
measure it accurately at that time.
Bland-Hawthorn and his team’s
project received a lot of attention,
reeling in $15 million for the spectrograph, called HERMES, used on
the Anglo-Australian Telescope.
“[We will] spend the next five
years observing millions of stars
and looking at 30 elements in the
light of each star,” Hawthorn said.
Now that Krumholz and Feng
found the formation process to
be rapid and consistent, more research can be done on stellar formation on a grander scale.
One of the major objectives of
this project is to “measure mixing
across galactic scales to simulate
either an entire galaxy, or a fairly
large piece of one,” Krumholz said.
In a galaxy, diffused gas, known as
the interstellar medium, is present

between stellar and planetary bodies because the “vacuum” of space
is not a perfect vacuum. Krumholz
said that there’s an average of one
atom per cubic centimeter, and
though it’s not much, there is still a
lot of space for the gas to flow, heat
and cool. The total mass of this interstellar gas is about 10 percent of
the mass of stars in the Milky Way.
From this perspective, gas is everywhere, and it is hard to understand
what is occurring with different
chemical gases, he said.
For Ramirez, searching for more
stars like our own sun will be a
daunting task because stars tend to
drift away from clusters and roam
the galaxy on their own.
Bland-Hawthorn said his team
plans to look at the age of the universe and ancient uniformity of
stars when the only elements present were hydrogen and helium.
“We know the very first stars
were bizarre, unique to their time
and produced a weird distribution
of elements unlike those we see in
nearby stars today,” Bland-Hawthorn said. “So we believe that all
stars are born in clusters—like
bunches of grapes—which then
rapidly fall apart. These are highly
uniform in a set of elements, sort of
like a DNA signature.”
chronicle@colum.edu
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NOVICE

SOUS CHEF

GURU

Bone Broth

INGREDIENTS

4–5 pounds grass-fed beef bones
2 tablespoons coconut oil
1 yellow onion
1 head garlic
3–5 sprigs fresh rosemary
3–5 sprigs fresh thyme
4 tablespoons apple cider vinegar
1 tablespoon sea salt
2 teaspoons ground pepper

Carolina Sánchez THE CHRONICLE

INSTRUCTIONS

MAX GREEN

1. Preheat oven to 350 F.
2. Roast bones for 15 minutes per side.
3. Melt coconut oil in a large stockpot on low
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

heat. Add herbs, garlic and onion.
Add roasted bones to stockpot.
Add enough water to cover contents. Bring
heat to high.
Let sit at full boil for 30 minutes.
Reduce to low rolling boil and add apple
cider vinegar and seasonings.
Simmer for 24–36 hours. Strain and let
cool, uncovered, in glass containers.

Assistant Sports & Health Editor
THE IDEA OF sticking bones into

a pot to make broth might seem
outlandish at first, but it is something that your grandparents or
great-grandparents—or at the very
least, some of their friends—likely
did on a regular basis. In this age of
store-bought broth and pre-packaged stock, the process of making
your own could be intimidating or
smacks of unnecessary sentimentality for the Old World. But bone
broth is rich in minerals often lacking in the standard American diet.
Begin by preheating your oven to
350 F. While the oven heats up, melt

two tablespoons of coconut oil in a
large stockpot over medium heat.
Peel an onion and a whole head of
garlic and dice them finely before
adding to the coconut oil. Let these
brown while roasting bones for
15 minutes per side in a pan large
enough for them to lay flat.
Add the roasted bones and
enough water to cover the mixture
to the stockpot; more water can be
added as the stock simmers and reduces. Also feel free to add any leftover vegetables you may have, like
carrot tops or celery leaves. This
adds flavor and bolsters nutrient
content. Bring the water to full boil
and let the pot sit for 30 minutes.
Once time is up, reduce the pot to a

low rolling boil, add seasonings and
four tablespoons of apple cider vinegar, which helps draw nutrients
from the bones.
Bone broth should cook for 24–36
hours, but be mindful to add water if
the stock reduces much lower than
the bones. After this time, strain
the liquid into glass containers and
leave them to cool in a refrigerator,
where they can be stored for up to
two weeks if sealed. Once cooled,
the broth will be gelled because of
the high collagen content.
Add this broth to any dish you
would eat out of a bowl, or, if you are
feeling brave, heat in a mug and sip.
mgreen@chroniclemail.com
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EXPO Chicago brings international
contemporary and modern art to Navy Pier
GINA SCARPINO
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
CHICAGO, A contemporary
and modern art exhibition featuring works from 140 galleries and
artists from around the world, is
hosting its third annual EXPO Art
Week Sept. 18–21 at Navy Pier.
Tony Karman, president and director of EXPO Chicago, said the
event was founded in June 2011
with the first EXPO held in September 2012 at Navy Pier. This
year, the exhibition will represent
17 different countries and 43 cities internationally, Karman said.
“I think what [spectators] can
expect is one of the most relevant surveys of contemporary
work—an extraordinary list of
special exhibitions, one of which
is partnered with Columbia called
EXPO Video,” Karman said.
EXPO Chicago’s partnership
with Columbia exhibits a selection of large, dynamic and diverse installations of cutting-edge
new media projects and films.
Karman said EXPO Chicago is

EXPO

trying to maintain the historical
aspect of art fairs in Chicago, which
is why the fair takes place at Navy
Pier each year. The pier was home
to Chicago’s first international art
fair and was the location where art
dealers, collectors and enthusiasts came for more than 20 years.
“We’re really building on the
great legacy of art fairs in Chicago,
which began in 1979,” Karman said.
“It’s an extraordinary tradition that
we get to reference and pay homage
to as well as redefine the next 20
years as an art fair in our great city.”
Karman said six international art
dealers are appointed to select the
artists and galleries to be shown at
the EXPO each year. Art galleries
can submit applications for inclusion in the exhibition, which go
through a detailed selection process
carried out by the committee. Of
the finalists, the committee chooses 140 exhibitors, Karman said.
Richard Norton, EXPO Chicago
exhibitor and owner of Richard
Norton Gallery, 222 W. Merchandise Mart Plaza, specializes in
American and European impres-

Kaitlin Hetterscheidt THE CHRONICLE
Richard Norton Gallery, 222 W. Merchandise Mart Plaza, is set to display artwork by New York modern artist Hananiah Harari at the 2014 Art EXPO Chicago on Navy Pier.

sionists in modern paintings.
Norton said this is the gallery’s
second year participating in the
exhibit. The gallery will be showing a special exhibit of paintings
by Hananiah Harari, a modern
artist from New York City who

Fat Albert hits the DuSable museum

Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE

childhood and asked, “Well, what
about the black cartoons?”
The pair, who met in 1997 and
had been working together ever
since, had a gallery where they
would display all of their collectibles from black culture in the ‘70s.
However, they closed the gallery after the tragedy of 9/11. Williamson
said she never wanted to open up
another brick and mortar, but they
both knew that they had to do something with their collection. In 2007,
the pair came up with the idea of
creating a virtual museum for their
collection and gave it the moniker
The Museum of Uncut Funk.
“We had to do something with
[our collection] because we were
the only ones seeing it,” Thomas
said. “Loreen came up with the idea
to create an exhibition of our black
animation because it had never
been done before.”
Animation was produced differently in the ‘70s than today. To
make an episode of a show, animators would have to create different
cells for each frame, meaning there
would be hundreds of drawings
produced for a single Saturday
morning cartoon, Williamson said.

The DuSable Museum presents “Funky Turns 40!” This exhibition commemorates the 40th anniversaries of
1970s cartoons that featured positive black characters for the first time in TV history.

xx SEE FUNKY, PG. 29

BAXTER BARROWCLIFF
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor

BLACK-POSITIVE SATURDAY MORNING

cartoons will be brought to the
forefront at the DuSable Museum
of African American History, 740
E. 56th Place, as part of a special exhibit that will run through Oct. 20.
“Funky Turns 40: Black Character Revolution Animation Art from
Classic Cartoons of the ‘70s,” fea-

tures animation cells and drawings
from cartoons such as “The Jackson 5ive,” “Harlem Globetrotters”
and the beloved “Fat Albert and
The Cosby Kids.” The exhibit began
after co-curator Pamela Thomas,
who has a degree in black history
from The City College in New York
City, noticed that her friend and
co-curator Loreen Williamson had
been collecting all these production
pieces from the cartoons of their

was active in the ‘30s and ‘40s.
“[Harari is] best known for
his paintings being a combination of cubism and surrealism,”
Norton said. “These are all paintings from the estate of the artist, and many haven’t been seen

by the public for over 20 years.”
What will set the Richard Norton Gallery apart from others is
its contrast with other exhibitors
with its contemporary art focus.

x x SEE EXPO, PG. 29

LGBTQ Film Festival aims
to be more inclusive
BRANDON HOWARD
Contributing Writer
THE SECOND-LONGEST RUNNING film

festival of its kind, Reeling: The
Chicago LGBTQ Film Festival,
begins its 32nd year Sept. 18 at
the Music Box Theatre, 3733 N.
Southport Ave. This time around,
organizers were looking for films
that featured greater diversity.
The festival kicks off with subversive romantic comedy “Boy
Meets Girl,” writer/director Eric
Schaeffer’s look into the love life of
a transgender woman in Kentucky.
She and her friends struggle with
identity, exploring how personal identities fragment over time.
Because the festival is a production of nonprofit Chicago Filmmakers, Programming Director Alexandra Ensign has been working
with Reeling for several years. This
year, she said she wants the stories told at the festival to be more
diverse in terms of the content,
race and ethnicity of filmmakers
and actors represented on screen.
“I noticed over the past 5–6 years
[that] I was starting to feel [the sto-

ries] were repetitive, and I’m sure
other people were starting to feel
that way, too,” Ensign said. “What I
noticed this year was that filmmakers were really stretching the idea
of how to represent LGBTQ themes
in new ways with more interesting
story lines with deeper characters.”
Ensign said movies like “Boy
Meets Girl” cover coming-of-age
themes for LGBTQ youth in a positive and original way.
“LGBTQ films have a tendency to
get really dark and feel overwhelmingly negative,” Ensign said. “I wanted this year’s festival to feel more
affirming, positive and optimistic.”
Having a much more optimistic
take was a semi-subversive move
for Schaeffer as well, Ensign said.
“I’ve had so many people who see
the film say they were holding their
breath through this movie—they
were loving waiting for the obligatory hate-crime moment, and so
glad that it never came because they
felt it was a stereotype,” Schaeffer
said, “To me to blow up all those stereotypes that I could with the film.”

x x SEE LGBTQ, PG. 29
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The life of a New York
Fashion Week dropout
NEW YORK FASHION Week came and

designer to share with her fashion-forward classmates? I should
have told my professor to catch
me in the club as I’m screaming,
“Versace, Versace, Versace!”
I also have not purchased the
September issue of Vogue yet,
and after seeing a “60 Minutes”
interview with Anna Wintour, the
magazine’s infamously nasty editor–in– chief, I probably will not.
I spent the duration of the interview cringing at every response
Wintour gave in regards to how
she treats her employees or the
remarks about her catty attitude. I
realized I did not like her or Vogue.
Shouldn’t this be the person I
aspire to be and the publication I
would die to work for? I guess not.
Of course my love for fashion
did not let me avoid fashion week
completely. As I looked at street
styles outside of the runway on
Harper’s Bazaar, I found Ada
Kokosar wearing thick ankle socks
that peeked through her open toed
heels. My search stopped abruptly
as I shook my head, but who am I to
judge? I wore sweatpants last week,
the ultimate fashion sin.
In the midst of this minor
life crisis, I also had to write a

biography detailing my fashion
background and personal style for
a class. Instead of talking about my
fashion blog’s recent success, being
invited to fashion shows in the city
and how clothing brands now send
me clothes, I wrote about sneaking
out of my house in elementary
school wearing jeans with writing
and holes all over them, paired with
hot pink velour Dr. Marten boots
and a metallic purple jacket.
I realized that I have always
done things my way, even if it went
against the trends or what other
fashionistas were doing and the
end of my biography summed it
perfectly: “If no one questioned
her in elementary school, then why
would they question her now? And
if they did, who is to say she would
even fret?”
ncraig@chroniclemail.com
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KRAIG PIEPER
senior fashion studies major

“I wanted to make something

that was voluminous and
distorted the body. I like to think
unconventionally and play with
the dynamics of the traditional
hourglass shape. One side
protrudes from the body really far,
but then there are also holes in it.”
Kaitlin Hetterscheidt THE CHRONICLE
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went, and I did not flinch as friends
posted pictures from the runway
and the numerous afterparties.
Will my fashionista title get
stripped away if I am not obsessed
with who is wearing what and who
is sitting next to who? Am I even
considered a fashionista if I acknowledged that it was fashion
week, and I just did not care?
I found myself questioning my
love for fashion and my aspirations
to work in the fashion industry
more than once last week.
It all started during introductions in my fashion journalism
class as I fought to think of a fashion designer that I admire to share
with my peers. I looked down at
my bag of the day and said, “Uhm…
Michael Kors?”
At that moment, I could not
believe that the only designer I
could think of was Kors. I looked
like the most uninteresting person
in the room as the rest of my class
announced designers that I have
never heard of.
So you mean to tell me that the
girl who lives and breathes fashion
and knows every word of “Versace”
by Migos can not come up with one

MORGAN THOMAS

JOEL BROWN

DOMINIQUE COLLINS

DYLAN SCHREY

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE COLD WEATHER CLOTHING ITEM?
“My boots. They’re just my favorite.”

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE COLD WEATHER CLOTHING ITEM?
“I don’t have one. I wear whatever keeps me warm and looks cool.”

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE COLD WEATHER CLOTHING ITEM?
“Probably these boots.”

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE COLD WEATHER CLOTHING ITEM?
“Beanies. I have nothing crazy to say about them.”

freshman fashion studies major
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senior music major

junior public relations major

senior fashion studies major
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Artists conquer physical limitations
SPENCER HALL
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
WHEN A STRAY bullet paralyzed Mari-

am Paré 17 years ago, she thought
her artistic career was over.
But Paré, along with Kennedy
N’ganga, Amanda Barnes and Jenni
Kostanski, is a featured artist in the
exhibition “Unbroken: Art After Injury,” hosted by Lincoln Park’s Next
Door Cafe, 659 W. Diversey Parkway, in celebration of Spinal Cord
Awareness Month. Each has overcome debilitating spinal cord injuries to continue his or her dreams of
creating original artwork.
While parked at a stop sign, gunfire erupted on a nearby street corner and Paré was struck by a bullet,
hitting her spinal cord and paralyzing her immediately.
“It wasn’t until I got to the hospital when they told me I had been
shot and I was paralyzed,” Paré said.
“It was devastating.”
At the time of her injury, Paré was
an art student studying advanced
figure drawings and realistic stilllife artwork. Paré said she had to relearn how to do almost everything,
which led to her learning a special
mouth-painting technique.
“When I put the brush in my
mouth the first time, it was so
steady and it was easy and it kind
of developed from there,” Paré said.
“It’s been 17 years that I’ve been
painting like this, and at first it was
clumsy, and it took me a really long

time to get to the point that I had
with the ability of my hands. That
was very humbling for me.”
Barnes also suffered an injury at
a young age. She was a painting and
drawing major at California College
of the Arts in San Francisco three
years ago when she was involved in
a hit-and-run accident while crossing the street, leaving her paralyzed
from the waist down. Through networking and meeting with fellow
disabled artists, Barnes found a
community full of support.
“Ever since my injury, I became
a part of Facebook groups which
bring everyone with spinal cord injuries together online,” she said. “I
also go to the San Jose Disabilities
Expo every year, so I was connected
with Backbones because I wanted
to help them with their goals.”
With the help of the Backbones
organization, which supports victors of spinal cord injuries, Barnes
now has a platform to showcase her
artwork to a broader audience.
“They saw my artwork, and I was
approached by [founder of Backbones] Reveka [Torres] who messaged me and asked if I wanted to
be a part of the show,” Barnes said.
“Of course I said yes. It’s an amazing opportunity to get my art out.”
Kostanski found painting to be
therapeutic after a 2003 car accident left her unable to use her
hands, though she admits getting
back to painting took some time.
She said it took her close to six

months before she even considered
painting again.
“When I was first injured, I didn’t
think I’d be able to do anything
art-related at all because I didn’t
know what kind of arm function
I would have based on the level of
my injury,” she said. “I wasn’t really able to even lift my hands to my
nose or above my head, which made
it really difficult for me to do any
sort of artwork.”
Kostanski said she now focuses
more on abstract art as a result of
her spinal cord injury. She said the
intricate brush strokes used with
other painting styles caused her to
have involuntary spasms.
“Abstract art is a little more fun
to do because you can be a little
messy with it and still come up with
something beautiful,” she said.
Each artist featured in the show
has triumphed over the obstacles
spinal cord injury has imposed on
them. Paré said she had to slowly
work through the limitations her
injury placed on her life.
“When I couldn’t really even use
my hands anymore, I had to find a
new way to feed myself and brush
my hair and put on my clothes,”
Paré said. “It was when I was learning to do those things that I was
like, ‘Wait, maybe I can learn to
paint again.’ So when I made these
small successes, it just encouraged
me to go onto the next thing.”
An obstacle like paralysis would
be hard to overcome for anybody,

Kaitlin Hetterscheidt THE CHRONICLE
“Unbroken: Art After Injury” honors Spinal Cord Awareness Month at the Next Door Cafe, 659 W. Diversey Parkway.

but Paré does not let it restrict her.
“I try not to let my physical limitations limit what I do artistically, but realistically, sometimes it
does,” Paré said. “Sometimes I feel

a little stifled, but I still do what I
can, and it’s still very important to
my life.”
shall@chroniclemail.com

Arti Café
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15% OFF
Mon - Thurs
Students, faculty, and staff
Void Friday - Sunday

412 S. MICHIGAN AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60605

312.939.7855
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Breakfast · Lunch · Dinner · After Theater · Fine Wines · Great Spirits · Espresso
1150 S. WABASH AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60605

312.583.9940
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CAN’T LIVE WITH ‘EM,
CAN’T LIVE WITHOUT ‘EM

WRITTEN BY MATT MCCALL, FEATURES EDITOR
There is almost no limit to Lakeview-native Michael Mayor’s devotion to the Cubs.
He endured his wife’s wrath for waking his two eldest sons—then ages 5 and 4—on the night of Oct.
14, 2003, to watch the eighth inning of Game 6 of
the National League Championship series. The Cubs
were up 3–0 against the Florida Marlins, carrying a
3–2 game lead in a best of seven series, and victory was
so close he could taste it.
But tragedy struck just moments later.
Fan Steve Bartman reached from the stands and
caught a foul ball hit by Marlins second baseman Luis
Castillo, arguably interfering with Cub outfielder
Moisés Alou’s catch. Then shortstop Alex Gonzalez
made a fatal error, a fieldable ground ball shooting

DESIGN BY CASSIDY JOHNSON, GRAPHIC DESIGNER
mounted rooftop bleachers offer clear views of the
entire playing field, charge admission on game days
and nights.
On Aug. 14, eight Wrigley Field rooftop club owners filed suit against the city of Chicago. The lawsuit
requests that a judge review the Commission on Chicago Landmarks’ unanimous July 10 decision allowing
the team to construct five outfield signs, two Jumbotrons and up to eight additional rows of bleachers that
the rooftop owners claim will block their customers’
view of the field.
According to court documents, the plaintiffs—who
include Right Field Properties, Sheffield-Waveland
Rooftops, Wrigley Rooftops and the Annex Club—
claim that the Landmark Commission’s decision

Well, the fact is if we don’t have the ability to generate revenue
in our own outfield, then we’ll have to take a look at moving,”
—Tom Ricketts

between his legs, kicking the door open for the Marlins’ devastating eight-run inning.
Dejected and in a state of complete disbelief,
only one thought echoed in Mayor’s head: “Did this
really happen?”
Despite the sting of disappointment that has
plagued generations of Cubs enthusiasts, fans continue to flock to the iconic Wrigley Field, 1060 W.
Addison St., in Wrigleyville. But what if the beloved
team left the ballpark?
It is a harsh reality that hanging over every negotiation attached to the planned renovation of the stadium
is the veiled threat of the team pulling up its roots and
relocating to a nearby suburb.
In the past year, the Cubs have been embroiled in a
battle over the renovations with rooftop club owners
on Waveland and Sheffield avenues. The clubs, whose
20 • September 15, 2014

violates the 2004 Wrigley Field Landmark Designation
Ordinance. The ordinance cites the unobstructed view
of the buildings on Sheffield and Waveland avenues as
contributing to the ballpark’s landmark designation.
The city Law Department could not be reached for
comment on the litigation.
In the midst of the several years-long scuffle, Cubs
owner Tom Ricketts said on May 1 that he would
consider moving the team if the issue could not be
resolved, according to a same-day Associated Press report. The threat seems a possibility as Brad Stevens,
mayor of Chicago suburb Rosemont, has offered a free
25-acre plot of land if Ricketts decides to transplant
the team.
“Well, the fact is if we don’t have the ability to generate revenue in our own outfield, then we’ll have to
take a look at moving,” Ricketts said in the report. “All

we really need is to be able to run our business like a
business and not a museum.”
Fans and residents consider Ricketts’ threat laughable, but how would Wrigleyville and the Cubs’ culture be impacted by a team relocation?
Unlike Bridgeport, home of the White Sox’s U.S.
Cellular Field, 333 W. 35th St., where local enthusiasm for the team appears low-key, a festive collage of
blue and red is draped over Wrigleyville.
Maureen Martino, executive director of the East
Lakeview Chamber of Commerce, said a move would
ravage the local economy and many businesses in the
area immediately surrounding the ballpark would likely end up shuttered.
“It would be devastating—we would have a lot of
vacancies and we would see a huge loss in revenue,”
Martino said. “A lot of the additional revenue that’s
coming into our area restaurants and businesses in
the neighborhood would see a significant decrease of
foot traffic.”
As part of the Cubs’ proposal to renovate Wrigley
Field, the Cubs agreed to finance neighborhood improvements, including a $1 million commitment to
construct a new park at 1230 W. School St. and a
$3.75 million donation to improve community infrastructure and to build an open-air plaza. In the proposal, the Cubs also promised a $500 million investment toward structure restoration and job creation.
“We need jobs so we can circulate the revenue
and also so people can stay and live in Lakeview,”
Martino said.
Going hand-in-hand with the success of the park,
nearby bars depend on additional revenue from the
games for the success of their businesses.
The dark wood floors, free-flowing taps and flashing
television screens permanently fixed on Sports Center
at Nisei Lounge, 3424 N. Sheffield Ave., are typical
features of the several saloons in the neighborhood
that fans frequent on game days and weekends.
Bartender T.J. Hart has worked in the area for three
years. He said Wrigleyville’s culture has as much to do
with the bar scene as it does with the Cubs. If you can’t
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make $200 on a Sunday game night as a bartender,
it’s time to throw in the towel, he said. The financial
success of the bars is dependent on the team, and if
the Cubs packed up and left, the bars would, too,
he added.
“In between Belmont [Avenue] and Addison
[Street], it would deteriorate,” Hart said. “Some bars
would still stay open, but it wouldn’t be the area that
it is today or has been for a while. There’s that bar culture, that need to go out on a Saturday night or that
need to go out on a Friday night or what have you. It’s
just a part of the area.”
Edward Cressey, owner of The Dugout Bar and
Grill, 950 W. Addison St., said though his business is
one of the smallest in Wrigleyville, he would be just as
affected by a move as his mammoth-sized neighbors
on Clark Street.
“It all depends on what would replace Wrigley Field—condos, a football team, the White Sox,”
Cressey said. “It would hurt my business, that’s for
sure.”
Waverly Deutsch, clinical professor of entrepreneurship at the University of Chicago, said the survival rate
of businesses that benefit from the Cubs’ presence—
typically bars and restaurants—would be equivalent
to that of a demographically and economically similar
neighborhood.
“If you look at the density of sports bars on Division [Street] in Wicker Park or North [Avenue] in
Bucktown or along Halsted [Street] in Lincoln Park,
you’re probably looking at a survival rate similar to
that,” Deutsch said. “[If the Cubs move] we’re going
to lose maybe up to 40–50 percent of the bars and
restaurants in that area.”
Michael Leeds, professor of economics at Temple
University in Philadelphia and president of the National Association of Sports Economists, is not as skittish as local residents. He said a move would not be as
devastating as some Chicagoans may think.
“Once you go a few blocks out, the impact will
be practically nil,” Leeds said. “There will have to be
some reorientation, perhaps, but it’s not like people
are going to shrivel up and die because the Cubs
aren’t there.”
Leeds said Chicago’s major sports teams account for
less than one percent of the city’s economy. In the local
economy, a sports franchise has about the same effect
as a small to mid-size department store, he said.
Caitlin Crowley, a manager at the cafe Uncommon
Ground, 3800 N. Clark St., said the restaurant would
not be adversely impacted by a move at all. She said
the restaurant’s clientele does not typically include
Cubs fans.
“When the Cubs play the Cardinals and [fans] have
to come in for a day or two, that’s when we do get affected because they stay around,” Crowley said. “We
would not feel as much a direct impact as all the other
restaurants in the area.”
Eric Carlson, a broker associate at Braid & Warner,
said property values within a block of Wrigley Field
would actually rise. He estimated the current value
of a one-bedroom one-bathroom apartment on Clark
Street near the field is $1,800–2,000 per month.
“Essentially, if you’re within a block of the park,
it’s really difficult to get in and out of your house [or]
your driveway,” Carlson said. “Property values that are
close are lower than if they were a block or two further,
where you’re not going to have as much traffic from
the games.”
People do not move to Lakeview for the ballpark
because it can become a nuisance, Carlson said. Regardless, residents who could have their neighborhood
a bit quieter and a bit cleaner would miss the team
anyway, he said.
As far as what would happen to the ballpark, Chicago has a tradition of knocking down its rarely used
landmarks in favor of new developments named
after them.
Central Station, an 80-acre residential community
located at the southern tip of Grant Park, is on the site
of the former Illinois Central Station, 1455 S. Michigan Ave. The stately Victorian passenger railway building was torn down in 1971. There is the possibility
that Wrigley Field could be torn down to make way
for new development.
Martino said it sometimes takes years to get the community on board with new development. A comparatively simple development of a Mariano’s on Broadway
took nine years, she said.
“You want to make sure it’s a community process
and everybody in the surrounding area is going to

embrace whatever development it is,” Martino said.
However, several other factors make a move unlikely.
Howard Schlossberg, associate journalism professor
at Columbia and veteran sports reporter at the Daily
Herald, said the Cubs have no reason to go.
“Four words, baby—it’s always the money, [and] it’s
right there,” Schlossberg said. “Wrigley Field is located
in a [middle-class] to upscale neighborhood of young
urban working professionals who can walk to the darn
ballpark and take public transportation, get drunk and
not have to worry about driving home.”
He said the Cubs and its owners ultimately have the
power to get what they want in and out of court.
“Ricketts’ threat about moving to Rosemont was so
ridiculously shallow,” Schlossberg said. “Why do you
think they haven’t moved out yet? Mayor Emanuel
has made sure in piecemeal order here that everything
the Cubs have wanted to do to the stadium, they have
been able to do or will be able to do over time.”
When Chicago teams have threatened to leave the
city, such as the White Sox in the 1980s, government
officials have had a history of stepping in to keep the
team owners happy.
Old Comiskey Park, 324 W. 35th St., was in serious disrepair by June 1988, and White Sox owner
Jerry Reinsdorf was threatening to relocate the team
to Florida. At the last second, Gov. James R. Thompson secured the necessary state funding to finance a
new Comiskey Park, which was renamed U.S. Cellular
Field in 2003.
If the Cubs were ever to seriously consider a
move based on interference with their development
plan, Mayor Rahm Emanuel would likely intervene,
Schlossberg said.
“I’m sure the city would go on this big campaign to
get them back,” he said.
Leeds said the Cubs do not have those bargaining
chips with fans, though. Unlike most teams, the Cubs’
attendance is not tied to winning. He said Wrigley
Field is a major part of the teams’ brand, and without
it, the Cubs do not have a lot of flexibility and cannot expect to fill a ballpark. Meanwhile, the structure
would get scant use as a concert venue.
Leeds pointed to the New York Mets as a historical
precedent to the Cubs. In the franchise’s first 10 years,
the Mets were one of the worst teams in baseball, but
the “lovable losers” managed to draw a reasonable
crowd regardless. After winning the 1969 World Series against the Baltimore Orioles and returning to
lose against the Oakland A’s in 1973, the Mets slowed
down, and so did attendance.
“I think that’s the danger facing the Cubs,” Leeds
said. “If they were to move to a nice, new shiny
ballpark [fans would start asking], ‘Okay, well, are
you winning?’”
George Castle, web editor and historian for the Chicago Baseball Museum and columnist for the Times of
Northwest Indiana, differed, saying that if the Cubs
did transform themselves into a winning team, they
would have a larger fan base in the suburbs than within the city limits. Suburban fans would continue to
support the team if the stadium was more accessible
to them.
“The average fan wants amenities and is driving to
the game,” Castle said. “It’s easier for them to go to
the suburbs … [Wrigley] has become a dump, and
it’s not comfortable. People expect certain amenities
[and] a decent enough acreage [most] teams can easily
provide.”
In April 2014, the New York Times used aggregated
data provided by Facebook to create a map that shows
baseball allegiance by the percentage of “likes” a team
has gained in each zip code.
It shows that other than the White Sox stronghold
carved south of I-290, Cubs fans dominate the Chicagoland area. Their domain stretches as far west as Des
Moines, Iowa, east to Paulding County, Ohio, and is
generally rooted in the northwest suburbs of Chicago.
Statistically, the roomier Rosemont is as fortified a
Cubs stronghold as a cramped Wrigley.
Mayor stands by Wrigley Field. Despite the convenience a suburban stadium could bring him, he
said he thinks the Cubs deserve a World Series win at
Wrigley Field.
“I would continue to spend $75 on parking,” Mayor said. “I would continue to go to the bathroom and
have people pee on me while I’m peeing to see the
Cubs win the World Series at Wrigley Field. That’s
kind of crazy I’d say that, but it’s the way I feel.”

On Sept. 6, The Chronicle took a survey of 25 randomly
selected Cubs fans waiting outside Wrigley Field for the
game against the Pittsburgh Pirates.

If you had to choose between
a new stadium outside of the
city or a renovated Wrigley
Field, which whould you pick?

New

2

Old

23

Are you excited for
renovations?

Yes
No

(indifferent)

19
6

Would you pick a winning team
over staying at Wrigley?

Yes
No

12
13
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The FALL JOB FAIR welcomes local
businesses and organizations offering
off-campus paid employment. Come
prepared to leave with a lead:
+ Research companies beforehand
+ Bring multiple copies of your resume
+ Dress to impress

RESUMES REQUIRED
STUDENT REGISTRATION OPENS AUGUST 18TH
Learn more and sign up at colum.edu/jobfair
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Midwestern theater community mourns veterans’ deaths

Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
The Chicago theater community dimmed its lights Sept. 11 to honor the deaths of Bernie Yvon and Molly Glynn.

SPENCER HALL
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
WHEN NEWS BROKE of the tragic

deaths of Chicago theater veterans
Molly Glynn and Bernie Yvon last
weekend, it sent a wave of shock
through the theater community.
Glynn, a 46-year-old stage performer and TV actress on “Chicago
Fire,” died Sept. 5 after a tree fell on
her while she was bicycling during
a storm, according to her husband
Joe Foust. Her husband, a fellow
stage performer, was by Glynn’s
side at the time of the accident. He
posted a message on his Facebook

after Glynn’s passing that read, “I
couldn’t save her. I couldn’t save
her. She’s gone.”
The news of Glynn’s death was
made even more difficult for the
Chicago theater community as
Bernie Yvon, 50-year-old musical
theater performer, died in a car accident on his way to a rehearsal of
“Women on the Verge of a Nervous
Breakdown” at Theatre at the Center in Munster, Indiana, just hours
later on Sept. 6.
Steve Scott, associate producer
at the Goodman Theatre, said the
heartbreaking news affected the
entire theater community.

“It was absolutely horrible,”
Scott said. “It was like we had all
been punched in the gut. It was just
inconceivable because both of them
were such long-term stalwarts of
the Chicago theater community.
They were among the most beloved
members in the community. Some
of our community members said, ‘It
seems like God is against us today.’”
Scott, who worked with Glynn
a number of times in his 35 years
at the Goodman Theatre, said the
tragedies caused everyone to reflect and reminded them not to take
things for granted.
“I really think that these tragedies have inspired a lot of people to
reconnect with one another,” Scott
said. “There’s a lot of hugging going
on, [and] lots of people are telling
each other how much they love
them and how much they respect
them. It takes something like this to
remind you that anything can happen, and you want the people you
love to know that you love them.”
Yvon and Glynn’s deaths have
affected many in the theater community, not only in Chicago but
throughout the Midwest. On Sept.
11, the Chicago Theater District, in
addition to theaters in Milwaukee
and Chicago suburbs, all dimmed
their marquee lights to honor the
late actors, according to the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.
Kristi Martens, the production
stage manager for “Avenue Q” at the
Mercury Theater, who worked with

Yvon on several productions, is still
in shock regarding Yvon’s passing.
“Bernie was just someone who
was the ultimate professional,”
Martens said. “He was talented
beyond belief but was never one to
brag about it or let his ego get the
best of him. He was always helping
other people. If he was working on a
new show, it seemed like everyone
came together and Bernie seemed
to be the center of it all.”
Scott said both he and Glynn became friends on and off-stage.
“Molly was just one of the funniest people I have ever met in my
life,” Scott said. “She could make
me laugh more easily than anybody
else in the world. She was such a
wonderful presence to be around.
She mentored a number of younger actors as well, so she was a very
nurturing presence in our community as well.”
Throughout both of their long
careers in the theater community,
Glynn and Yvon affected the lives
of almost everyone they worked
with, according to BJ Jones artistic
director at the Northlight Theatre
in Skokie, Illinois. Jones, said the
deaths left a void in the community.
“In a way, it sort of punched a
hole in our community,” Jones said.
“Both of them were so beloved.
We were all in shock and disbelief.
Those two had relationships in a
broad spectrum of our community.”
Jones, who had worked with
Glynn in several shows as an actor

and director, said he thinks Glynn’s
influence on the theater community will be a lasting one.
“Molly was a tremendous mentor
to younger performers,” Jones said.
“She was supportive and upbeat
and loving. She was always present
and in the moment. She was a warm
and wonderful human being with
a tremendous sense of humor. She
was great to be around.”
Glynn was set to make her Milwaukee Repertory Theater debut
later this season in “The Amish
Project.” The theater released a
statement in response to Glynn’s
death on Sept. 10.
“We were so looking forward to
working with Molly and are deeply
saddened at this weekend’s sudden
and tragic loss,” the statement said.
“As our community continues to
mourn, our thoughts go out to Molly’s family and friends and to all of
those who worked with her. The
Rep will join the Chicago Theatre
Community in dimming our lights
in our performance spaces on Sept.
11 at night in honor of Molly.”
Funds have been set up in support of both Yvon and Glynn’s families. For now, the theater community is dealing with the losses as best
as they can, according to Martens.
“It’s just a very tragic loss,” Martens said. “Bernie used to say, ‘Buck
up; move on,’ and that’s just what
we have to do.”
shall@chroniclemail.com

Bee & Tea flies into Wicker Park
GINA SCARPINO
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
NESTLED INSIDE A vibrant storefront,
Bee & Tea, 1843 W. North Ave., offers a variety of affordable boba teas
and baos, the Chinese dumpling.
Boba tea is a traditional Taiwanese beverage that is either milk- or
tea-based. Different flavorings are
added, and the beverage is then garnished with tapioca bobas or pearls.
The drink can either be served hot
or cold and comes in a plastic container that is sealed off with a plastic cover that gets punctured by a
fat straw large enough to slurp up
the tapioca bobas.
Bee & Tea is the latest project
of Chicago-based Forever Brands,
LLC, which also owns the Forever Yogurt and Falafill chains. The
shop’s goal is to put boba tea into
the mainstream, according to Bee

& Tea’s website. The current Wicker Park location will soon be joined
by six more locations in Illinois
and one in Wisconsin, making the
rising boba tea and bao craze more
accessible. Bee & Tea is a must for
those who are looking for a quick
snack and have a taste for adventurous tea flavors.
Boba tea, which debuted in the
U.S. in the 1980s, is already in small
shops in areas like Chinatown and
from other Asian restaurants like
the The Milk Teahouse in Lincoln
Park, 2551 N. Clark St. But Bee &
Tea puts a twist on the sweet drink
by letting customers design their
own beverages.
Just a five-minute walk from
the Damen Blue Line stop, Bee &
Tea is easy to identify by its cute,
modern cartoon bee sign. Inside,
the shop fosters a welcoming feeling with golden yellow- and char-

Carolina Sánchez THE CHRONICLE
Bee & Tea, 1843 W. North Ave., offers a menu with a range of delicious food and beverages at affordable prices.

coal-colored walls and hardwood
floors. The front wall of the shop is
lined with large windows, opening
the shop up to lots of natural light.
There are several mint green tables
with a few wooden steps and wooden counters that line the front windows for patrons to sit.
Bee & Tea gives visitors a variety of options for creating their
own specialized boba tea, allowing
customers to choose a base tea,
sweetness level, three different flavors and the kind of boba they want.
The cafe offers a variety of flavors
ranging from sweeter fruits to rich
chocolate and ginger flavors.
Black milk tea lightly sweetened with mango flavoring stands
out among the wide variety of tea
options. The milky black tea base
combined with the strong mango
flavor creates a creamy, flavorful
sensation that sips smoothly. Usually fruits and creaminess do not
mix well, but the subtlety of the
milk adds an interesting and delicious twist to the beverage.
However, the black milk tea
sweetened with peppermint flavoring could have had a bit more
of a kick. While the tea base and
sweetness of the drink was pleasurable, the peppermint flavoring was
almost nonexistent. With a little
more peppermint, the drink could
create a much more flavorful experience for customers .
For the tapioca bobas, customers
have a few options. The traditional tapioca pearls, which are black
on the outside and a murky tan on
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The tapioca boba nicely compliments Bee & Tea’s delicious chicken teriyaki bao, making for a delightful snack.

the inside, are chewy once you bite
into them. Bee & Tea also offers
“popping boba,” which are tapioca
pearls filled with different flavorings on the inside.
The chicken teriyaki bao ($1.99)
was presented in a large wicker basket lined with a piece of parchment
paper and had the bao set in a tiny
cardboard carton inside. The bao
was quite small, so the presentation
seems fairly unnecessary compared
to the size of the dish. Wrapped in a
cakey rice bun—too large compared
to the ratio of the fillings—the zesty
bao was filled with teriyaki chick-

en, shredded cabbage, scallions
and sesame seeds. The flavor of the
chicken was smoky and sweet with
a hint of sauce to keep it moist.
Overall, the bao dishes are small
food because of their small size.
None of them could suffice as an
entire meal on their own, but a side
of rice, mixed greens or quinoa can
be added for sustenance. Items on
the menu range from $1.99–6.99,
making the dishes and beverages
affordable to Wicker Park residents
and college students alike.
gscarpino@chroniclemail.com
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White Lung’s anti-sexism stance
stumbles on deaf ears

Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
Vocalist Mish Way screams her way through Vancouver punk-rock band White Lung’s Sept. 10 set at Subterranean, 2011 W. North Ave.

MATT MCCALL
Features Editor
PUNK ROCK IS making headlines
again, but this time, it is not to warn
parents of their kids’ impending
bad haircuts.
At the forefront of the movement
is Perfect P--sy frontwoman Meredith Graves, who in the last year
has had her band featured in both
the New York Times and the Washington Post as well as being token
Pitchfork darlings on a near-weekly

basis. Her feminist views and comments on body positivity have only
spurred a rise in her popularity.
While White Lung frontwoman
Mish Way may not have Graves’
public profile, her articles as a contributing writer to Vice have made
her stance clear.
“Way back in Olympia in 1992,
there were a bunch of college girls
who thought it was important to
separate themselves as female
musicians, even to go so far as to
call themselves ‘riot grrrls,’ Way

wrote in a 2012 article. “[It] was
their answer to the violence that
had emerged in the hardcore punk
scene. They wanted to talk about
rape, sexuality, abortion and women’s health, as well as boys and girls
they f--ked and loved.”
The band’s latest record, Deep
Fantasy, released June 14, declared
Way’s outrage in a concise 22-minute run time.
Moving beyond punk’s traditional three-chord romp, White Lung’s
devastating Sept. 10 set at Subter-

ranean, 2011 W. North Ave., proved
there is no difference between a
frontwoman and frontman as far as
bringing the house down.
A piercing whistle from the audience announced Way, guitarist Kenneth William, drummer
Anne-Marie Vassiliou and touring
bassist Hether Fortune as they descended a spiral staircase to the
stage, with the enthusiastic buzz of
the crowd rising to a deafening volume in greeting.
Sweat-covered Mormon Crosses singer/guitarist Jesse Taylor,
who opened for White Lung along
with Chicago hardcore act Den, approached me and asked if I had seen
the band before.
“They are the best band ever,”
Taylor said. “[William] created a
new punk with just his guitar.”
He was not kidding.
William’s guitar feedback erupted into a maelstrom of distortion—a
mix between the blitzkrieg of Sonic Youth guitarist Thurston Moore
and the anti-melodicism of Greg
Ginn on Black Flag’s My War. His
hands were a blur as they raced
across the fretboard. His body
swayed slightly and a vacant expression of concentration crossed
his face.
By contrast, Way’s voice dove
like a Stuka bomber over the audience. Her terse delivery was equal
parts tenacity and furious anger.
She owns her sexuality completely on stage and captivates with it,
grabbing her inner thighs and sliding her hands across her midriff, at
one point falling to her knees and

screaming directly at one audience
member’s face, who was completely
delighted by it.
Like precursors Bikini Kill, L7
and Babes of Toyland, the band is
not shy about addressing sexism
with their music. Unfortunately,
some of their fans are not getting
the message.
At its core, punk rock is about
personal expression and art creation. White Lung takes a serious
stand against sexism and violence,
and it is their intention to make a
difference. But at Subterranean, the
concertgoers demonstrated that
the message was too lofty for some.
At least three fistfights nearly
broke out in the pit. Those shouting, throwing punches and catapulting themselves at each other
elbow-first dominated the throng.
Anyone trying to simply listen was
torn from the front of the audience.
One fuming female fan shouted
“F--k you” at a guy who grabbed at
her and ran away, angrily reaching
for him until he was swallowed by
the crowd. Another fan spent the
majority of the concert trying to
touch Way.
As her last exasperated, wheezing note soared through the air, the
mic stand slammed to the ground,
firmly declaring the end.
As the venue emptied out, it
would be a wonder if half of the
wiry Wicker Park 20-somethings
in attendance with their too-hotfor-them girlfriends took anything
at all from the transmission.
mmccall@chroniclemail.com

‘Guest’ a thrilling homage to grindhouse genre, still funny
JOSH WEITZEL
Film Critic
WRITER SIMON BARRETT and director
Adam Wingard joined the indie film
scene just over a year ago with the
slasher hit “You’re Next.” Their new
film “The Guest,” boasts outstanding action, stunning performances
and shocking twists. “Guest” stands
on its own and showcases its creators’ broad spectrum of talents.
The film follows the Peterson
family after their eldest son, Caleb, is killed in Afghanistan. One
day, David (Dan Stevens), Caleb’s
army buddy, appears at their front
door. Caleb’s mother, Laura (Sheila
Kelley), extends an offer to David
to stay with the family for a few
days, which he graciously accepts.
Laura’s children, party-girl Anna
(Maika Monroe) and brooding outcast Luke (Brendan Meyer), quickly warm up to David’s charming
demeanor. David helps the family
with their daily problems and is
well-liked by neighbors. However,
David’s positive first impression is
short-lived as Anna feels David is
not who he says he is. His becomes
increasingly aggressive, and Anna
is forced to confront him before he
goes too far.
The opening shot sets the tone
with a simple title card and abrasive music that suddenly swells.
Stevens, best known for his role
as the reserved Matthew Crawley on the popular British TV series “Downton Abbey,” demonstrates versatility in his portrayal
24 • September 15, 2014
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of the unstable veteran.
All of the violence he displays is
preceded by emotionally raw moments between David and different
members of the Peterson family.
For example, Luke confides in David early on about his problem with
bullies. David drags Luke to the bar
where the bullies hang out and begins to lightly tease the bullies by
buying them bright pink Cosmopolitans. When they attack David,
he strikes back with full force and

beats them down with ease. With
the tension relieved, David and
Luke leave the bar satisfied.
Many of the fight sequences incorporate this tactic of mounting
tension before a brawl breaks it up.
Wingard shifts between styles of
action when a huge gunfight kicks
off the finale, followed by a slow
burn chase scene right out of classic slasher movie mythos.
The film is full of subtle, mocking humor which serves to break

up the drama. It is hard to tell if
characters are being serious or
not. After another bully gives Luke
problems at school, David gives
Luke his butterfly knife. He calmly
explains to Luke to go to the bullies’ houses at night and burn them
down while they are sleeping. At
this point, David has done enough
damage that it is impossible to determine whether his destructive
nature is just for show, or a sign of
true psychological corrosion.

His facial expressions alone
speak tremendous volumes, turning him into somewhat of a movie
monster comparable to Jack Nicholson’s infamous portrayal of Jack
Torrance from “The Shining” or
Arnold Schwarzenegger’s T-800
in “The Terminator.” He never
loses the well mannered and likable facade, even in a dangerous
situation. David becomes impassive, which, accompanied by a rising score and tight shots, injects
scenes with breathless suspense.
In confrontation, his usual pleasant demeanor deteriorates. Mundane conversation turns unsettling,
even threatening.
When the final act rolls around,
the thriller morphs into a gore fest
with a high body count. Director
Adam Wingard easily blends classic
elements of action with the psychological thrills, while adding a touch
of tongue-in-cheek comedy. The
soundtrack is rife with ‘80s synth
pop, invoking grindhouse nostalgia, making the film feel plucked
from a bygone era. The sets evolve
throughout the film to also reflect
this admiration for this style of cinematography and plot tension.
“The Guest” is a cohesive and
electrifying experience. Casual
moviegoers are in for a gripping
thriller starring a familiar face in
a totally different context, while
grindhouse and horror films buffs
will not be disappointed by the
film’s authentic homage to them.
jweitzel@chroniclemail.com
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Need a computer for school?
Take advantage of Back to School deals at the
Columbia College Computer Store
Buy a Mac...
Take $29.95 Off

Seagate Backup Plus HD
500GB or 1TB

Cases by, inCase,
PKG, Acme Made,
Speck, and more

Lite-On External
Disk Drive

Urbanears Plattan
Headphones

Buy an iPad...
Take $19.95 Off

Use It Here

Book Charge/Campus Card
works here too!

Moshi Versacover
Protective Case

Moshi iVisor
Screen Protector

Logitech
Keyboard Case

More info @ Student Financial Services

ComputerStore
best products better service
Store Hours: M - F 11AM to 6PM
33 E. Congress Pkwy 1st Floor (entrance off Wabash) • 312.369.8622
computerstore@colum.edu
We accept:
*Must be a current student, staff, or faculty member of Columbia College Chicago to shop at the
Computer Store. All offers valid while supplies last. No rainchecks or special orders. All sales final.

Cash and starter checks not accepted.
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Snowmine turns cold shoulder on record contracts
What inspires your industrial-themed
sounds?

ELIZABETH EARL
Copy Chief

We are inspired by found sounds,
environmental sounds, and we record a lot of things. I keep a portable recorder with me sometimes,
especially in recording periods
where I’m trying to find environmental influences. We’ve done
a lot of recording in halls and
stairways and concrete rooms.
We actually recorded a lot of
the guitars on our first album in
a bathtub.

WHEN SNOWMINE FRONTMAN Grayson

Sanders was in first grade, his
classmates used to tease him for
his thick southern dialect. Transplanted from Memphis, Tennessee,
to southern California, it did not
take long for him to ditch the accent
because his classmates could not
understand him.
The same observation played
into the Brooklyn-based band’s recent album, Dialects. Sanders said
he traveled around the country for
nine months with a backpack and a
notebook, observing relationships
and interactions between people.
Those observations later became
the lyrics behind the dreamlike
songs on the album, which the band
crowdfunded and released on its
own label, Mystery Buildings.
Its first album, Laminate Pet Animal, was a collection of songs about
the band’s members—Sanders, Alex
Beckmann, Austin Mendenhall, Jay
Goodman and Calvin Pia, who have
been friends since their first year
of college—navigating their early
20s and finding themselves, Sanders said. Snowmine is returning to
Chicago Sept. 18 to play at Schuba’s
Tavern, 3159 N. Southport Ave.
The Columbia Chronicle spoke
with Sanders about the band’s name,
its dynamic and the inspiration
behind Dialects.

THE CHRONICLE: Where does the
name Snowmine come from?
GRAYSON SANDERS: I named the
project after my grandfather, who
was a platoon leader in the Korean
War. In the winter of 1952, he was
stationed in Korea in the mountains, and he got radioed that he

How did your style change between
Laminate Pet Animal and Dialects?
Once we started touring, everything changed about the way we
play together. Laminate Pet Animal was pieced together, primarily
home-recorded with an engineer
to mix it, but Dialects was recorded all live with just the band in
a room. It’s an entirely different
process. That album feels more
coherent sonically, from song to
song, and there’s a lot of variation.
Courtesy AMANDA DISSINGER
Brooklyn-based industrial post-rock group Snowmine crowdfunded its second album, Dialects, bucking the traditional record contract in exchange for artistic license. The
group will play a show at Schuba’s Tavern, 3159 N. Southport Ave., on Sept. 18.

How do you think the process of recording albums has changed?

compressed and put more weight
down on the mines, and they started
to go off. By the time they reached
the other side, they had lost most
of the men. When we first finished
our album, we tried to find something that would match this feel
we have of the bittersweet elements
to our sound.

You can sit around all day lamenting the loss of tradition.. It’s
a shame that larger imagined
bodies of work are not getting the
same attention for the amount
of time put into them. It’s like if
you’re trying to do a full album
or you want to do it artistically, you have to accept a fraction
of those people—even the people
who are your listeners—are going to spend the time to dig into
the album.

and his platoon had to go on a night
walk and when they were midway
to this extremely snowy field, they
got a call on the radio that said they
had actually been placed in the
middle of a minefield. They had a
mine detector, but the snow was too
deep to pick the mines up. So my
grandfather decides that the most
heroic option would be to take the
first step and to have everyone fall
into his footsteps. Unfortunately,
what happened was that the more
people who walked in his footsteps, the more the snow became

How would you describe the band’s
dynamic?
We’re all like blood brothers. We’ve
been best friends for 10 years—all

of us. The band formed out of a very
close bond, and that has been the
sole factor that has allowed us to do
what we’ve done thus far without
the legal support, without the corporate backing. We went through
a pretty sizable period of blood,
sweat and tears, not only doing it all
ourselves but playing for empty rooms, making no money,
doing all those things. I think
the thing that got us through is
the positive dynamic between
us and we just like hanging
with each other.

eearl@chroniclemail.com
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Thursday, Sept. 18

POMPLAMOOSE

U2’s ‘Songs of Innocence’ an unwanted gift
IRISH ROCKERS U2 teamed up with

Universal Music Group and Apple
Inc. to announce the release of the
band’s latest album, Songs of Innocence, on Sept. 9.
The announcement came after
Apple Inc. unveiled the iPhone
6, iPhone 6 Plus and the iWatch
at an Apple keynote event on the
same day.
The press release from Apple
went on to explain that the company was “gifting” the album to
iTunes users across the globe,
which may explain its misleading
status as the largest album release
in history with more than half a
billion copies distributed to iTunes
account holders.
Songs of Innocence is also streaming on iTunes Radio and Beats Music, and customers who sign up for
an iTunes Store account within
five weeks of the album’s initial
release will also receive the album
for free.
For those fans who already have
a registered iTunes Store account,
the album is free—and in many
cases, it is automatically in their
queues, whether they want it there
or not.
Eddy Cue, Apple’s senior vice
president of Internet Software and
Services, tiptoed around the glaring
oddity of the gifting spree and only
addressed Apple and U2’s generos-

ity at giving away such an amazing
surprise album for free.
“U2 has been an important part
of Apple’s history in music, and
we’re thrilled to make Songs of Innocence the largest album release
ever,” Cue said in the press release.
“We get to share our love of music
today by gifting this great new album to over half a billion iTunes
customers around the world.”
This is not the first time Apple
and U2 have partnered up. According to the press release, Apple and
Bono worked with (RED) in the
past to create (PRODUCT)RED
merchandise to raise awareness
and promote an AIDS-free generation. Apple and U2 also collaborated to release special box sets and a
special edition iPod years ago.
“Apple and U2 share a special
connection in music,” the press
release said. “U2 was an important partner for the opening of the
iTunes Store in 2003.”
It seems that Apple and U2 have
a symbiotic relationship, but not all
of their consumers agree that sharing is caring. While some U2 fans
may be delighted at the surprise
that awaited them in their iTunes library, others who have meticulously
monitored which songs and albums
make the cut into their library are
not as pleased. In essence, Apple
and U2 found a way to hop on the

Lincoln Hall
2424 N. Lincoln Ave.
7:30 p.m.
$18+

Tuesday, Sept. 16

ED SHEERAN

A DAY TO REMEMBER

Allstate Arena
6920 N. Mannheim Road
7:30 p.m.
$70

UIC Pavilion
525 S. Racine Ave.
6:30 p.m.
$40+

Tuesday, Sept. 16
surprise-album bandwagon, and in
disregarding the notion that iTunes
users might enjoy choosing their
own music, they did it wrong.
While Apple/Universal/U2 continue to tout their generous gifting
habit, I would not be so quick to
brag about the record-high distribution rate after essentially forcing
the 11-track absurdity down people’s throats.
Forced popularity does not count
as actual popularity. Rather, the
combined efforts of Apple, U2 and
Universal seem to be more a desperate attempt to reinforce the
band’s relevance and draw in added
attention before U2’s next album is
released than it is a token of affection from fans and consumers.
ksenese@chroniclemail.com

Thursday, Sept. 18

Friday, Sept. 19

SPOON
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Chicago Theatre
175 N. State St.
7:30 p.m.
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Saturday, Sept. 20
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Schubas
3159 N. Southport Ave.
9 p.m.
$10, 21+

Thalia Hall
1807 S. Allsport St.
8 p.m.
$18, 17+
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xx STRAFFORD

Continued from FRONT PAGE

extremely common in LGBTQ
communities.
“Over the last few years, there
has been a reduction of meth use
across the country,” Belanger
said. “However, that is not true for
the LGBTQ community. The use
has not gone down at all, it’s just
gone underground.”
Strafford said feelings that arose
during his first use were the result
of his insecurities as a young gay
man in American society.
“When I was growing up, occasionally there were gay characters
in things,” Strafford said. “Usually
they died [and] that was pretty standard. It was a matter of not having
a lot of positive role models of gay
people in my suburban upbringing,
so I think I was carrying around a
lot of just feeling ‘less than.’”
Belanger echoed Strafford’s experiences of growing up in a traditional American suburb with a lack
of positive role models, stating that
many people in the LGBTQ community start using the drug to cope
or feel better about themselves.
“The desire to use meth is driven by certain factors that are very
prevalent in the LGBTQ community,“ Belanger said. “Weight control, body image, self-esteem and
sexual identity issues, wanting to
belong to a family of choice of their
peers, so they might experiment in
ways that they would not normally
experiment in.”
After three years of constant
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methamphetamine use, unemployment and unprotected sex, Strafford said he returned home to New
Jersey in an attempt to get clean, a
goal that would take time but eventually succeeded as a result of therapy, 12-step meetings, supportive
friends and pursuing his dream of
performing on stage.
“I was not pursuing acting,”
Strafford said. “Occasionally I fell
into a job—I did a six-month tour
of Europe doing ‘Grease, the Musical’ because I was singing karaoke
in a gay bar in Queens.” He recalls
a friend calling him out fror his laziness, saying: ‘You’re a waiter, you
can’t tell people that you’re an actor
because you don’t audition.’”
Strafford began to write what
would become, “Methtacular” after auditioning for a role in “Animal Crackers,” a play by the Marx
Brothers, a few years after he left
Chicago to get sober.
“I auditioned for a play in Chicago… and I was really sort of worried
because I was going back to Chicago and I was newly sober,” Strafford
said. “They cast a woman in the role
and I lost it ... I was just really sad
and angry, and I ended up opening
my computer and wrote the word
f--k over and over and over again.”
Strafford continued to write the
obscenity until he wrote the line
that sparked the inspiration for
his show.
“I wrote, ‘Imagine in one sniff,
every physical, emotional and sexual insecurity you ever had disappears,’” Strafford said. “Then I just
proceeded to write for the next

Courtesy STEVEN STRAFFORD
Steven Strafford performs his one-man show, “Methtacular,” at the Theatre Wit, 1229 W. Belmont Ave., relating the three years he spent as a crystal meth addict in Chicago.

eight hours that day. I had snacks
and coffee and that was it—I just
kept writing.”
In the early stages of the play,
Strafford wrote more of a prose
style piece and said he saw them
more as esaays and had not even
thought to turn it into a show for
the stage.
At this point, Strafford recruited his ex-boyfriend and theater
director, Adam Fitzgerald, to help
him refine what he had written
and transform it into a piece for
the stage.
“I brought Adam on board and
from that moment on, Adam and I
were working on it together,” Strafford said. “Adam was around when

we first added in music. Adam was
instrumental in that.”
Fitzgerald said that they decided
to lighten the play with comedy and
song to draw the audience in, and
once they had done that, Strafford
could be serious about his past.
“We tried to make it not only funny and flashy and put music in it,
but also make it a piece of theater,”
Fitzgerald said.
One of Strafford’s concerns with
the play was that this story has
been told many times before, and
he said a couple of his reviews said
just that. But both Strafford and
Fitzgerald said the show is not just
about a gay man’s addiction to crystal meth—it is about revealing the

things that we hide from others because we are afraid of being hurt or
not being accepted.
“What the whole show is about
is the telling,” Strafford said. “It’s
about the fact that no matter what
you’ve done—no matter what you
think is the ugliest, dirtiest part of
you—whatever it is, it is not so ugly
and dirty that you cannot find an
outlet to talk about it.”
“Methtacular” will continue its
run at the Theatre Wit, off of the
Belmont Red Line stop, in Lakeview through Sept. 28. Shows are on
Wednesdays through Sundays and
start promptly at 7:30p.m.
bbarrowcliff@chroniclemail.com
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“A large part of the EXPO is contemporary art,” Norton said. “This
unique show we’re presenting is
work that really hasn’t been seen
in the public eye for a number
of decades. It’s pretty exciting.”
Anastasia Tinari, associate director at Rhona Hoffman Gallery,
118 N. Peoria St., works with a
mixture of young emerging artists and conceptual art from the
60s and 70s. The gallery has been

xx FUNKY

Continued from PG. 17

Apart from being featured on the
Saturday morning cartoon lineup for children to enjoy, these TV
shows marked an important moment in our nation’s history—especially for the black community.
“The ‘70s was the first time that
you saw positive black characters
on television,” Williamson said.
“Prior to that, every black character that you saw—and I mean every
last one of them—had some kind
of negative stereotype, [in terms
of ] appearance and the way they
talked and the language that was
used. The characters in the ‘70s
cartoons were actually a part of
the ‘gang.’”
George Bailey, associate professor in the English Department at
Columbia, has a background in visual arts and teaches a class called,
“Graphic Narrative: Word, Image,

a part of EXPO Chicago since the
fair began in 2012 and also participated in Art Chicago, which
was the EXPO’s predecessor.
“Rhona [Hoffman] is very involved with the fair,” Tinari said.
“She has pulled [the Human
Rights Watch] organization into
the fair so it is more of a citywide event that embraces those
social organizations and is not
just isolated to the art world.”
Tinari said the Rhona Hoffman
Gallery has a lot to offer at this
year’s EXPO. She said she thinks the

gallery’s representation of well-established Chicago artists will set
them apart from the rest of the fair.
“Curators in the international art
world know these artists and their
quality of work, but Chicago is not
New York,” Tinari said. “Sometimes
artists based in Chicago [might not
get as much] commercial excitement about their work. I think our
representation of those established
Chicago artists is special as well as
those younger, emerging artists.”

Culture.” Bailey said the cartoons of
the ‘70s created a bookmark in our
history because they drove a wedge
into the economics of the white
aesthetic culture by contrasting an
image that white people have held
onto since the 14th century.
“Because this is capitalism, this
was an opportunity for black people to control their own image,”
Bailey said. “The black people in
this country had never been in control of their image because until
recently, black people did not have
the means of distribution. To make
your image is one thing, but to distribute it over a network that you
don’t own is another.”
These cartoons finally brought
to light the struggle to accurately
portray members of the black community, which could not be ignored
by the masses, a struggle that occurred well before the Civil Rights
Movement of the ‘60s.
“As early as the ‘30s and ‘40s
with comic strips and comic books,

[black artists] began to explore
their imagery,” Bailey said. “There
were a lot of attempts in the comic
book industry to present a positive
image of the black self. It has always
been a journey. It’s always been a
hassle because the ‘gatekeepers’
want to represent African Americans in a way that’s pleasing to the
white masses.”
Most people who have grown
up in America following the ‘60s
have learned about the Civil Rights
Movement, but Thomas and Williamson see their exhibit as a new
way to learn about the positive
effects the movement has had in
America since.
“It’s a very cool experience and
a different way to consume black
history and American history,”
Thomas said. “It was not something
that just affected black people—it
affected everybody.”
Thomas and Williamson’s exhibit experienced a great turnout when
it was held at Schomburg Center

gscarpino@chroniclemail.com
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Continued from PG. 17

The festival has a myriad of stories
aside from coming-of-age and coming-out tales, such as Xavier Dolan’s
French Canadian thriller “Tom At
The Farm,” and “Co Vex,” an experimental animated short film from
2012 Columbia College alumna
Samantha Smith.
“I wanted a large variety so that
people really could feel like there is
something for everybody,” Ensign
said. “I tried getting as many international things as I could and varieties of story and race and ethnicity and making sure that I wasn’t
favoring any demographic as well.”
The 2014 Reeling Film Festival
is also a significantly more inclusive year for transgender films.
Along with the opening selection
film, there is a whole transgender
program, including transgender
shorts, within the festival.
“I like that I was able to put together a program specifically for
the trans community within the
LGBTQ community because I feel
like they often get marginalized
and end up not having much of anything for them within the festival,”
Ensign said.
for Research in Black Culture in
New York City and, according to
Thomas, the attendance reached
more than 70,000 visitors. Chicago’s showing is expected to do the
same, but the co-curators have been
excited about the interest of young
black children who have come to
see their collection.

Schaeffer said transgender characters and actors have become
more common in the film industry
in the past year because of pioneering shows like Netflix’s original series “Orange is the New Black.”
“Transgender is the new black,
right?” Schaeffer said. “From ‘Orange is the New Black’ and ‘Transparent,’ Jared Leto won an academy award last year for playing a
transgender character.”
Junior audio arts & acoustics
major Trevor Roberts, who said he
had not heard about the festival prior, said the inclusion of more transgenders in the film industry has
been stalled because the majority of
the filmmakers are not transgender.
“It’s kind of like a boys club,”
Roberts said. “It seems a lot of filmmakers are approaching it from
the mentality of the [cisgender]
straight male. If you look at all the
crews, 90 percent of the crews are
[cisgender] straight male. I think it
is a really good thing that film festivals like this are coming because
it needs to inspire a generation of
young filmmakers that potentially would be dissuaded from film to
pursue it.”
Chronicle@colum.edu
“Kids have discovered that they
too could be animators and that
they can make the decision for their
future, and doing this for a career
opened them up to something they
were never exposed to before,”
Thomas said.
bbarrowcliff@chroniclemail.com

AT GOODMAN THEATRE!

Radically discounted tickets— just for students

Students can get $10 balcony tickets to any production with promo code 10TIX. visit GoodmanTheatre.org/10Tix for more details.

Albert
Theatre

THE #1 pLAY ON THE ChiCago Tribune’S
“BEST THEATER OF 2013” LIST RETURNS!

Owen
A “BRUISINGLY FUNNY” (Time ouT London)
Theatre
WORLD pREMIERE THAT CELEBRATES
THE pERSEvERANCE OF THE HUMAN SpIRIT.

SMOKEFALL

BY

FRANCES YA-CHU COWHIG
DIRECTED BY ERIC TING

NOAH HAIDLE
DIRECTED BY ANNE KAUFFMAN
BY

SEpTEMBER 20 – OCTOBER 26

Don’t Miss College night: Wednesday October 1
6 – 7pm: pizza and conversation with Goodman artists
7:30pm: performance of Smokefall

Tickets just $10! Use promo code COLLEGE at GoodmanTheatre.org/CollegeNight*.

NOW THROUGH OCTOBER 12

*Not valid on Goodman’s mobile site, on previously purchased tickets or in combination with other offers.

312.443.3800 | GoodmanTheatre.org
GROUpS SAvINGS: 312.443.3820
Paul M. Angell
Family Foundation

Sponsor partner
for Smokefall

Foundation partner
for Smokefall

Corporate Sponsor partner
for Smokefall

Major Corporate Sponsor for
the Owen Theatre Season

principal Support of Artistic Development
and Diversity Initiatives

Exclusive Airline of
Goodman Theatre

pETTERINO’S
preferred partner

CATCH 35
preferred partner

29 • September 15, 2014

The Columbia Chronicle
30 • September 15, 2014

BLOG: “Cosmarxpolitan”
An intellectual notch above the
average Tumblr, this clever blog
photoshops historical photos of the
major Marxist figures into Cosmopolitan magazine
covers with twisted headlines like, “15 wedding tips
that are soooo reactionary!” and “You signed a nonaggression pact with WHOM?! wearing WHAT?!?!?!”
History lovers and magazine readers alike will laugh.
Check it out at: http://cosmarxpolitan.tumblr.com/.

VIDEO: Why Starbucks Spells Your
Name Wrong
No matter how much effort you put
into pronouncing your name when you order a freshly brewed coffee, Starbucks inevitably spells your
name incorrectly on your latte. As comedian Paul
Gale explains, it is actually the baristas’ last resort
to make their jobs livable. So the next time your
Starbucks name is egregiously misspelled, you can
think of Paul Gale and drink in peace. Check it out
at: https://www.youtube.com/user/PaulGaleComedy

Spencer Hall Assistant A&C Editor

Baxter Barrowcliff Assistant A&C Editor

Gina Scarpino Assistant A&C Editor

DREAM “SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE” HOSTS

RECORD FINDS

MOST ANNOYING CONCERTGOERS

Adam Scott: The “Parks and Recreation” actor has
already proven his improvisational skills with appearances
on comedy podcasts “Comedy Bang Bang,” “U Talkin’ U2
To Me?” and countless other comedy platforms. Scott is
just a step away from leading-man status, and an “SNL”
hosting gig could put him over the edge.

At the Pershing But Not For Me by Ahmad Jamal: Original pressing, 1958. Ahmad Jamal is considered
to be the most influential jazz musician, second only to
Charlie Parker. I love jazz, especially bebop, and this was a
great grab to add to my collection on jazz records. Found:
At a Salvation Army Thrift Store of Grand River Avenue,
Redford, Michigan.

The “aficionados”: Oh, so you have been a fan of this
band since before they got signed to a record label? Go
you! Just because you have been a fan for a long time
does not make you any better than the rest of us. I do not
care if you have liked the band for two days or since you
were 9 years old.

Chelsea Peretti: After a breakout first season on Fox’s
“Brooklyn Nine-Nine,” Peretti is starting to break out on
her own as well. With her popular comedy podcast “Call
Chelsea Peretti” and a much-anticipated Netflix stand-up
special later this year, Peretti would be a perfect fit on the
8H main-stage.
Nick Kroll: With an almost infinite amount of hilarious
original characters, it is hard to imagine Nick Kroll still has
not hosted “SNL.” With the premiere of his two shows, “The
League” and “Kroll Show,” both airing during the “SNL”
season, Kroll would fit right in hosting. Also, who wouldn’t
want to see Bobby Bottleservice in an “SNL Digital Short?”
Fred Armisen: It has been nearly two years since Armisen resigned from the cast of “SNL.” With his experience
at the helm of the cult-favorite “Portlandia,”premiering
its fifth season some time in 2015 (“SNL” creator Lorne
Michaels executive produces), an Armisen-hosted episode
would be a perfect homecoming for the “SNL” veteran.
John Mulaney: The former “SNL” writer and popular
stand-up comedian finally gets his chance to shine on his
upcoming Lorne Michaels-produced sitcom “Mulaney,”
premiering Oct. 5 on Fox. As the man who co-created the
Stefon character, Mulaney can undoubtedly write a sketch.
With those kinds of connections, Mulaney is almost a
shoo-in to host this season.

The Idiot by Iggy Pop: Original pressing, 1977. Iggy
Pop’s first solo album post-Stooges and was the first of
two he wrote and recorded with David Bowie in Berlin. Pop
is a Michigan boy just like I am, and I love everything he
has ever done, especially with the Stooges. Found: At a
garage sale in Livonia, Michigan.
A Little Touch of Schmilsson in the Night by
Harry Nilsson: Original pressing, 1973. Harry Nilsson is
the greatest singer you have never heard of. The Beatles
were some of his biggest fans, so look him up and you
will definitely know a song or two. Found: Vinyl Deptford,
located in London, England.
World of S--t by Terror Visions: Original pressing,
2007. Jay Reatard is my favorite musician of the 21st century besides Jack White, and this was the first Jay Reatard
record I bought after seeing him at the Aragon Ballroom
two months before he died in January 2010. It is a Picture
Disc with Jay Reatard’s face on the front, so obviously it is
proudly hanging on my wall. Found: At Reckless Records in
Wicker Park.
A Box of 45s: Moanin’ the Blues/ You Win Again by Hank
Williams, 1958. Jambalaya (On the Bayou)/ I Hear You
Knocking by Fats Domino, 1961. I Heard It Through the
Grapevine/ You’re What’s Happening (In the World Today)
by Marvin Gaye, 1968. Found: in a box in an alley.

The requesters: Yeah, I want to hear Brand New play
“Mixtape” too, but that does not give you the right to
spend the entire show screaming your requests. Set lists
are predetermined more often than not, so the band is
going to go on stage, play the songs they rehearsed—and
have been playing all tour—and go on to the next city.
Also, do not be that person who tries to request an
obscure unreleased track or b-side from 10 years ago.
People who try to get to the very front: Do you
really think I am going to let you have my spot in the front
row when I waited outside for 12 hours? I do not think so.
If you want front row, spend your day sitting outside with
nothing to do like the rest of us.
Sickeningly lovey-dovey couples: Hey guys, I am fully
aware that you are oh-so in love, but that does not mean
I want to spend my night being forced to watch you make
out every five minutes. I also do not need to hear you say
at the beginning of every song, “Hey, this is our song!” You
cannot have 20 different songs be your song. The word
“song” in that phrase is singular for a reason.
The social media guru: Unless you are on-call for
a job, the emailing and constant phone checking can
wait. Concert venues are dark for a reason, so leave the
hashtags and Twitter replies alone for a bit. You paid good
money to be at the show, so back away from the phone,
take some time to enjoy the music and live in the moment.

Carolina Sánchez THE CHRONICLE
Nigerian artist Goumour Almoctar (left), AKA Bombino, plays with guitarist Avi Salloway (right) at the Jay Pritzker Pavilion, 201 E. Randolph St., for the opening night of the World Music Festival on Sept. 11. The ongoing fest features more than 650 artists from 80 countries.
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No– just... no.

Uhmmm, WTF?

It’s whatever.

I can dig it.

YAAASS!

“99 Red Balloons”

“GoPro: Unicycling Moab”

“How to Get Away with Murder”

“Black-Ish”

Andrew Huang, successful YouTuber and musician, found a way to play the classic “99
Red Balloons” using nothing but red balloons.
I find it hard to believe that he actually accomplished this feat, but I watched it because
the song is so well done. —C. Turner

This attention-grabbing 1 1/2-minute GoPro
video filmed in Moab, Utah is basically a GoPro ad that shows a group of 19 unicyclists.
The video creates suspense because they are
so close to hopping and riding off the edge
of a cliff. —C. Hogan.

Though I’m not wrapped up in popular TV
shows this season, this show got my attention.
Created by Shonda Rhimes, this series stars
Viola Davis as a prestigious law professor, who
with her students becomes entwined in a murder plot. Juicy! —C. Jefferson

ABC is doing its thing this fall TV season with
gripping shows and diverse casts. “Black-ish”
is a new sitcom starring Anthony Anderson,
Tracee Ellis Ross and Laurence Fishburne. It
centers on a middle-class black family. Finally,
something different. — C. Jefferson

Bose Headphones

iPhone 6

Meter Beaters

Vyclone App

The sound from Bose headphones is unbeatable. The noise cancellation blocks out loud
reporters, allowing me to transcribe. They
come in handy when I’m listening to bassheavy music, like Kanye West. I could never go
back to normal ear buds. —K. Davis

Two years after the iPhone 5 was released, the
iPhone 6 is up for grabs this September. With
an even bigger display screen, it’s practically a
tablet, but that is not stopping me from wanting to upgrade my phone. It’s true. Bigger is
better. —C. Degen

City parking had become the bane of my existence until a company called Meter Beaters
reached out to me on Twitter. Once I put in my
location and time, the app finds free parking
nearby. I use this app instead of spending time
and money on parking or tickets. —J. Boylen

Vyclone, a video sharing app that allows people to record videos simultaneously, mixes
footage into a movie. It also selects which
footage is used the video. Users can remix
the footage themselves and add and remove
background music. —K. Holley

“Shake It Off” by Taylor Swift

“Motel Baja” by Bostich+Fussible

They Want My Soul by Spoon

“Left Hand Free”by Alt-J

In Taylor Swift’s latest single, there are 488
words total. I took out all of the words that
were repeated, and the word count dwindled
to 106. About 3⁄4 of the song is broken down
to repetition. When did the standards of a
“good” song depreciate? —K. Wenzel

With its smooth synth mix of accordions and
quirky electronic noise, “Motel Baja,” a song
from the group’s final album, sounds similar
the duo’s early music. Join the group on its
last trip to Motel Baja, where the party ends
and a new journey begins. —C. Sánchez

Spoon’s album, They Want My Soul, merges
light indie rock with well-executed synth. Crafty
songs off the group’s eighth release include
“New York Kiss” and “Inside Out.” Spoon’s new
music taste is distinctive and leaves listeners
wanting more. —L. Foglia

Alt-J’s single “Left Hand Free,” the second release from its new album, features lead singer
Joe Newman’s raspy and unique vocals but
with a western rock and Black Keys twist. Alt-J
is making sure to bring new sound to aesthetic in “This Is All Yours.” —K. Hetterscheidt

“The Things They Carried”

Food Union

Terrified with Dave Ross

Renegade Craft Fair

“The Things They Carried” was a touching and
heartfelt book about the ins and outs of the
Vietnam War through the eyes of the soldiers.
Through detailed wordplay, you not only understand but feel the emotions and conflicts
on every page. —A. Aghayere

I enjoyed Food Union’s creative use of photography, typography and culinary art together.
This digital publication on Issuu.com successfully creates a wealth of imagery and inspiration when I am looking for a read that is short
and sweet. —C. King

“Terrified” with Dave Ross on the Nerdist Network is my new addiction. Comedian Dave
Ross asks his guests, listeners and himself,
“What don’t you like about yourself?” Every
new episode feels like a cathartic experience
delivered in one-hour segments. —A. Cannon

The Renegade Craft Fair is an eclectic DIY craft
fair held in Wicker Park that showcases artists
and their funky creations. It is full of handmade items including clothes, prints and jewelry. If you are looking for a fun time and some
fun crafty pieces, look no further! —C. Johnson
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Wrongful convictions abolish
support for death penalty
TWO NORTH CAROLINA brothers were

declared innocent Sept. 2 after 31
years of incarceration for the rape
and murder of an 11-year-old girl
in 1983. DNA testing—which was
not used during the initial trial—
exonerated one of the brothers from
death row and the other from a life
sentence, according to the Center
for Death Penalty Litigation, an
organization which provides legal
representation for prisoners on
death row in North Carolina.
The advent of DNA testing post
conviction in cases like that of
the two North Carolina brothers
has rekindled debate on whether
the U.S. should abolish the death
penalty which began in 1992 with
the founding of the Innocence
Project, a nonprofit organization
that assists those on death row
that claim innocence with DNA
testing. The botched execution
of an Oklahoma prisoner in April
after the drug was incorrectly
injected into his thigh—the
prisoner endured almost an hour
of pain before death—has spurred
discussion regarding the morality
of executions.
Although it may be human
nature to seek retribution for
atrocious acts such as murder and
rape, the possibility of wrongfully
killing an innocent person is too
great of a risk, and it is time for the
U.S. to abolish the death penalty.
Since 1993, 18 prisoners on
death row have been exonerated
through the increased use of DNA
testing and evidence, according to
the Innocence Project.
Capital punishment has
long been controversial. In
1972, the Supreme Court ruled
that the death penalty was
unconstitutional, citing it as a
violation of the 8th Amendment’s
protection against “cruel and
unusual punishment” and was
applied arbitrarily. However,
the Supreme Court amended its
decision in 1976 ruling that the
penalty was constitutional only if
it was imposed based on objective
criteria, if appellate review was
mandatory and if mitigating
circumstances were considered.
The death penalty is applicable in
32 states, not including Illinois,
which abolished the penalty in
March 2011.

The controversy surrounding
capital punishment extends
worldwide. According to Amnesty
International, two-thirds of the
world’s countries have abolished
the death penalty. The abolition
of the death penalty in most
developed countries should
encourage the U.S. to evaluate its
own policy.
Many in favor of the death
penalty argue it can deter crime,
but an April 18, 2012, report from
the National Research Council of
the National Academics found the
death penalty is no deterrent to
crime after analyzing more than 30
years of crime statistics.
Aside from failing to deter
crime, the death penalty is also
reliant on a judicial system
that is inherently flawed. The
government condemning someone
to death requires absolute trust
in the system’s ability to convict
criminals beyond a reasonable
doubt. However, intense
interrogation by police can often
lead to wrongful convictions, as
was the case for the two brothers.
According to the Center for
Wrongful Convictions, 84 percent
of false confessions happened
after six hours of continuous
interrogation. The commonality of
lengthy interrogations resulting in
false convictions was seen in 2003
when an Illinois law, sponsored
by then-Sen. Barack Obama, was
passed requiring interrogations
in homicide investigations to be
recorded and later reviewed in an
effort to prevent false convictions.
Sentencing someone to death
is a serious act, and there is no
room for error. Discovering that
someone was innocent after they
have been executed is beyond
unspeakable. After a life has been
wrongfully taken, there is no way
to amend it. The only way to ensure
such a mistake cannot happen
again is for the nation to change its
views on capital punishment.
No one can deny the horrific
cruelty of murder, but the death
penalty is an approach that U.S.
government and society should set
aside. There are too many faults
in the justice system, and granting
authority to the government to
end its citizens’ lives is a power no
democratic society should practice.

CAMPUS EDITORIAL

Colleges overemphasize rankings
U.S. NEWS AND World Report re-

leased its annual college rankings
list Sept. 9, resulting in a string of
news organizations and commentators questioning the rankings’
credibility and usefulness.
On the same day, the New York
Times entered the ratings game by
releasing its own rankings, joining
U.S. News and other institutions
that judge colleges on factors such
as graduation rates, retention
and programs. However, the lists
contradict one another. While
some schools are ranked similarly,
there are instances in which the
discrepancies in ratings that a
college receives are so great that
the integrity of these systems is in
doubt. A major problem in ranking
non-cooperating institutions was
exposed when St. John’s College
in Maryland skyrocketed from its
123rd ranking in 2013 among U.S.
liberal arts colleges to No. 56 after
the college submitted information
for the first time, The Washington
Post reported in a Sept. 9 article.
This year, U.S. News ranked
Princeton University the No. 1
university in the nation while
College Factual, a college ranking
site, named the University of
Pennsylvania the top college.
The rankings are meaningless
if one does not first scrutinize the
factors used to appraise colleges.
U.S. News’ report analyzes student
retention, graduation rates, faculty,
resources and selectivity, but
does not consider location, cost,
availability of financial aid or more

subjective factors, such as quality
of campus life and recreational
activities. You would have to
read the fine print on College
Factual’s FAQ to learn that its
system emphasizes outcomes such
as student loan default rates and
early and mid-career earnings
of each colleges’ graduates.
Unfortunately, the casual reader
will just look at the top ten or 20
and not inquire what the ratings
stand for.
Excessive reliance on these
lists—which too often highlight
the wealthiest, most elite
institutions—is indicative of a
culture that regards a college
degree as an accessory rather than
a certificate indicating the ability
to think at an advanced intellectual
level.
The rankings are not the most
important factor influencing
student choice, though; according
to the 2013 annual survey “The
American Freshman” by the
University of California–Los
Angeles, students take a college’s
academic reputation into account
more than anything else. Only 21
percent of students considered
rank important compared to
66 percent of students who
considered academic reputation
on which college rankings
undoubtedly have an effect.
The real danger of college
rankings is that institutions are
labeled the best when the relevant
question is “best for whom,” as
noted by the National Association

for College Admission Counsel in
a 2011 report. While they matter
most to a highly selective group of
students, they have consequences
for students outside the charmed
circle in terms of the quality of
their education.
The lists attempt to make the
decision of choosing a college
easier by combining different
institutions, with dissimilar
strengths and weaknesses, into one
comprehensive list. But in reality,
all of the colleges on the list offer
different educational experiences
based on the professors, location
and other immeasurable factors.
U.S. News’ top college,
Princeton University, accepted
only 7.28 percent of its 26,641
applicants for the graduating
class of 2018, according to a
March 27 press release from the
institution. By this logic, only
a small percentage of students
can experience the nation’s best
college.
These lists are merely helpful
guides, and the merit institutions
and future employers falsely
place on them does a disservice
to students. By overemphasizing
ranking lists, other factors
much more germane to student
choice can be overlooked. Higher
education institutions exist
to serve students, and when
institutions gloat over rankings,
that message can become clouded.
Colleges should advertise their
rankings less and instead focus on
the services they provide.
EDITORIAL CARTOON
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Did you catch a mistake, think we could have covered a story better or believe
strongly about an issue that faces all of us here at Columbia?
Why not write a letter to the editor? At the bottom of Page 2, you’ll find a set of
guidelines on how to do this. We want to hear from you.

—The Columbia Chronicle Editorial Board
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Shooting coverage carries racist undertones

TATIANA WALK-MORRIS
Associate Editor
IF YOUR LIFE came to a tragic end,
how would you want the news to
tell your story?
This is a question news
organizations must constantly
ponder when covering victims of
gun violence.
Following the Aug. 9 death of
Michael Brown, an unarmed black
18-year-old male shot in Ferguson,
Missouri, news outlets such as
USA Today pulled photos from
Brown’s Facebook page, showing
him displaying what can be
interpreted as a gang sign.
As a result of the media
coverage of Brown’s death, social
media users have flocked to
Twitter and Tumblr announcing
their outrage using the hashtag
#IfTheyGunnedMeDown to call

attention to the media’s negligence
when portraying people of color.
News outlets should exercise
great caution in the language and
imagery used regarding crime
stories. Neglecting to do so will
only perpetuate stereotypes
stigmas surrounding race and
alienate people of color from
mainstream media outlets.
News coverage in black
communities needs to reflect
what is really happening within
them. After examining news
stories in Boston during a 30-day
period in 1986 and again in 2001,
researchers from the University
of Mississippi and University of
Illinois Urbana-Champaign found
that though crime concerning
black people was less frequent in
2001, it dominated mainstream
news coverage in both years.
If crime in black communities
is declining, then the news needs
to reflect positive change in the
community and examine more
closely what is causing violence,
poverty and unrest.
Repetitive negative coverage
of some blacks in the news
perpetuates stereotypes of
all blacks. The results of a
random survey published in a
June 2008 issue of the Journal
of Communication show
that network news coverage
increased the endorsement of

black stereotypes, particularly
suggesting that blacks were poor
and intimidating. The survey
results showed network news
exposure negatively related to
estimates of black income. The
results also demonstrated that
exposure to network news is
positively related to the prevalence
of racism.
By not covering more optimistic
developments in the black
community and taking a closer
look at the factors surrounding
violence in these neighborhoods,
the media is doing a disservice to
consumers. The role of journalism
is to inform the public, not to
inadvertently persuade them to
believe false stereotypes.

whites’ story preferences were not
affected by a story angle or the race
of the subject.
If mainstream media covered
more stories involving people of
color, they would appeal to more
black readers at a time when
most media outlets need as many
viewers and readers as they
can get.
The black community currently
has a buying power of $1 trillion,
and that is expected to reach
$1.3 trillion by 2017, according
to a September 2013 report from
Nielsen. The report found that
black consumers watch more TV,
read more financial magazines and
spend more than twice the time at
personally hosted websites than

News coverage in black communities needs to
reflect what is really happening within them.
How the news portrays blacks
affects news outlets’ viewership.
The results of another study
published in a June 2013 issue of
the Journal of Communication
showed that black readers were
more likely to select and read
positive and negative stories
featuring their race; however,

any other group in the nation.
Perhaps more telling, an
Aug. 14 Huffington Post article
recounted headlines from major
media outlets describing white
shooting suspects with more
uplifting language than black
victims. For example, a March 26,
2012 headline describing the late

Florida teenager Trayvon Martin
in NBC News said “Trayvon Martin
was suspended three times from
school.” In contrast, this June 12
Fox News headline about an armed
white 15-year-old said, “Oregon
school shooting suspect fascinated
with guns but was a devoted
Mormon, his friends say.”
The headline describing Trayvon
Martin was meant to grab readers’
attention by revealing a littleknown detail, but it alludes to
Martin being a troubled kid.
Though the Oregon High School
suspect killed two people and
himself, the headline presents
him as a victim of mental illness.
Regardless of skin color, the media
should not depict victims of gun
violence in a worse light than
suspected perpetrators.
Doing so indirectly implies that
they somehow deserved or caused
the violence they endured and that
their lives do not matter as much.
With these social media
campaigns, the public is crying
out for better news coverage.
After reviewing photos of Brown
following his tragic death, it is easy
to see why negative news stories
can be contributing to racial
stereotypes, further dividing our
country and reopening festering
wounds brought by racism.
twalkmorris@chroniclemail.com
STUDENT POLL

How did college ranking lists influence your decision to attend Columbia?
“I think it’s a good factor when deciding on
colleges but it is not the only factor.”

Holly Pasternak senior cinema art + science major

“It did not really influence my choice. I know for
most of my peers it did, but for me the program
was more important and the cost of attending. I
picked a city first rather than the school.”
Lorenzo Borje junior journalism major

“I think my family cares more about rankings
than I do. I feel it’s for the more hardcore
students and the more hardcore majors. I feel
like that’s a real reason to go look at rankings.”
Dora Slotnick junior theatre major

Fat Acceptance Movement creates confidence, change

NATALIE CRAIG
Managing Editor
AS A PLUS-SIZE fashion blogger, I have

encountered several obstacles regarding my curves, especially in an
industry obsessed with skinniness
and bodies that are not the norm.
Although challenging, all of
my endeavors have made me
appreciate all of the things that
set me apart from other fashion
bloggers—my hips included—
even if it means I cannot always
wear the trends or brands I am
fascinated by.
Recently, more women like me
have become less tolerant of the
pressures to be thin and fit into the
unrealistic beauty standards that
the media impresses on society.

Jenny Trout, a plus-size woman,
wrote a blog post titled, “I Wore
a Bikini and Nothing Happened,”
on July 3 for the Huffington Post
when she noticed that she was not
gawked at or treated differently
when she wore a bikini to the beach
for the first time.
Women like Trout are setting
an example for other women to
exude a healthy self-esteem and
a body-positive attitude, which
means celebrating and embracing
a woman’s curves rather than
shaming them. The recent
increase of women becoming more
accepting of their own bodies on
social media and blogs is seen in
the Fat Acceptance Movement.
However, in an April 22 article
from Thought Catalog titled “Six
Things I Do Not Understand About
The Fat Acceptance Movement,”
author Carolyn Hall said she does
not understand why fat people
have been glorified for having a
personal positive body image on
blogs, social media and the Fat
Acceptance Movement.
The article could have been
titled, “Six Things I Do Not
Understand About Obesity in
America,” instead of “Six Things
I Do Not Understand About The
Fat Acceptance Movement,” which

implies that fat people should not
be accepted.
Hall stated valid points in
the article such as the health
concerns that are associated with
being overweight, which deserve
recognition because diabetes,
cancer and sleep apnea are
detrimental to a person’s health.

the U.S. who are dissatisfied with
their bodies has increased from 23
to 56 percent in the last 30 years.
The most prevalent contributions
to a negative body image and
dissatisfaction among young
women are the unrealistic societal
standards for perfection that
women see in the media, which

No matter what size you are, I believe in loving
your body.
The article failed to acknowledge
the benefits of having positive
self-esteem. It has an underlying
message: Stop celebrating who you
are because you are fat, not special.
While I agree that a significant
percentage of the U.S. population
is obese and being overweight
does come with health risks, I also
believe while physical health is a
priority, mental health and selfesteem also need to be more than
an afterthought.
A February 2012 study from
New York University titled
“Searching Out the Ideal” found
that the percentage of women in

often lead to chronic depression
and anxiety, according to the study.
This feeling is nothing new.
The Fat Acceptance Movement
began in the late 1960s and
officially banded together with
the 1970 publication of “Fat
Power” by Llewellyn Louderback,
which called for society to quit
stigmatizing overweight people.
The Fat Acceptance Movement
exists because women like me
are content with their curves and
choose not to be subjected to the
photoshopped beauty standards
that consume Americans and
society as a whole.

I am considered plus-size.
However, I do work out regularly
and I am very cautious about what
I eat. The article did not mention
that overweight people exercise too
and that a person’s weight can be
affected by various health issues.
A March 2013 article in
American Fitness said personal
trainers should not assume that
if people are overweight, they do
not work out or that they are lazy,
unhealthy or weak because many
obese individuals have stronger
muscles because carrying extra
weight requires their muscles to
adapt and strengthen.
I have no desire to be skinny, but
you will never catch me shaming
the size-two girl next to me at the
gym. No matter what size you are,
I believe in loving your body. If this
attitude is the cause of a movement
that stands for loving yourself
more, then people have a right to
feel confident and be a part of any
movement they want.
Body positivity is meant to
support all body types. Women
should stand together, fight
unrealistic beauty standards and
support each other regardless of
their shape or size.
ncraig@chroniclemail.com
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South Side remodeling baseball, softball fields
JESSICA SCOTT
Assistant Metro Editor
MAYOR RAHM EMANUEL, the Chicago
Park District and two Chicago
aldermen have come up with a plan
to invest millions of dollars into
restoring and enhancing baseball
parks on the South Side.
On Sept. 4, Emanuel, Ald. Anthony
Beale (9th Ward), Ald. Carrie Austin
(34th Ward) and Chicago Park
District General Superintendent
Michael Kelly announced the city
will invest $6.5 million in the program that seek to make baseball and
softball more accessible to young
South Siders.
Capital investment funds and
contributions from the Cubs and
the White Sox will provide three
South Side parks with new tuft
fields, concession stands, restrooms
and other renovations that will
improve the quality of facilities
for Little League teams. The parks
to be renovated are Palmer Park in
Roseland, Tuley Park in Chatham
and Jackie Robinson Park in
Washington Heights.
Half a million dollars will be spent
on improvements, renovations and
restructuring the parks, according

to a press statement from the city.
“Baseball and softball help youth
learn fundamental skills, leadership and sportsmanship while staying active, safe and engaged in our
park,” Kelly said in the statement.
“It is with great enthusiasm that we
provide additional opportunities for
youth to participate in these sports.”
Kathia Williams, a Burnside

resident, lives on the 600 block of
East 91st Street, next to Tuley Park.
Although she said she supports
youth league baseball and softball,
she does not understand how the
city’s plans were formed.
“I don’t know where they came up
with that idea—did they take a poll?”
Williams said. “If they have that
much money to spend on baseball,

maybe there’s some other sports
they could have put money toward.”
Williams said Tuley Park got a
new baseball field five years ago
and that she does not see why there
should be a new field or improvements. She said she would like to see
Emanuel, Ald. Beale and Ald. Austin
invest in other sports.
“I wish they would have spent

Alexander Aghayere THE CHRONICLE

money on a running or walking
track,” Williams said. “[A] lot of people walk around that park. There is
no track and they are going to spend
money on baseball? Baseball is fine,
I enjoy baseball, but $6.5 million is
an awful lot.”
Williams said some of the money
should be spent on making the park
safer and cleaner for the residents
near by. Oftentimes, people who do
not live in the area leave their trash
in the park after playing and watching softball games, Williams said.
She is also angry about the local pool
in Tuley Park that was closed this
past summer.
Jeffrey Baker, a candidate running for alderman of the 21st Ward,
said parents and their children
should feel safe when they go to any
park district on the South Side.
“The city has to figure out a way
to work with its park districts, keep
maintenance up and make them a
safe and attractive place to play,”
Baker said.
Baker said the investment is
wise, but the city should have done
it years ago. However, Baker said he
is worried about the timing.

x x SEE BASEBALL, PG. 38

Get your butts out
of Chicago’s parks
ALEXA RUFFINO
Assistant Metro Editor
THE CHICAGO PARK District Board of
Commissioners passed an ordinance Sept. 10 that bans smoking
within 15 feet of beaches, playgrounds, harbors and parks.
The new ordinance, which
immediately goes into effect,
imposes a $500 fine on violators
caught smoking in any of the city’s
580 parks.
Prohibited will be cigars, cigarettes, pipes, vaporized substances,
e-cigarettes, marijuana and medical marijuana, according to the
Chicago Park District.
The district previously passed
an ordinance in January banning
smoking from beaches and playgrounds on top of a 2008 ban on
smoking within 15 feet of district
buildings and facilities, said Jessica
Maxey-Faulkner, a Chicago Park
District spokeswoman.
The ordinance will also ban
smoking within 15 feet of Chicago’s
10 harbors. Smoking is still permitted on private boats because they

are considered private property,
she said.
According to the Respiratory
Health Association and the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention’s annual publication
“Best Practices for Comprehensive
Tobacco Control Programs,” parks
and beaches are the most commonly
targeted environmental spaces for
change in Chicago.
Despite just having been voted
on, Maxey-Faulkner said the law is
enforceable immediately. Signage
will be posted in areas where it does
not already exist over the next several weeks, she said.
“The mayor supports smoke-free
policies like the [ordinance] passed
by the Park District Board because
they create an environment that
encourages smokers to quit and discourages kids from picking up the
habit,” said Shannon Breymaier, a
member of the park district’s board.
“This policy complements the mayors extensive work on the issue
that has led to record-low smoking
rates among both youth and adults
in Chicago.”

Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
The new ordinance that bans smoking in parks, harbors, beaches and playgrounds immediately goes into effect and imposes a $500 fine on all people who violate the ban.

The new ordinance will not
only affect habitual smokers, but
also concert-goers who attend
Chicago’s famous music festivals,
such as Lollapalooza, held in Grant
Park, the Pitchfork and North Coast
music festivals, both held at Union
Park, Riot Fest in Humboldt Park
and many others.
All music festivals held in a
Chicago park will now force festival goers to put out their cigarettes,
cigars and even e-cigarettes and
leave the grounds to smoke.
“I actually think [the ban] could be
a safety hazard,” said Kevin Maxwell,
a former Lollapalooza worker.

“You’re going to get more young kids
[who] shouldn’t be smoking anyway
standing outside the gates, and it’s
already very congested, so it’s going
to make it even more congested.”
Although the Park District
said the ordinance will be strictly
enforced, Maxwell said he does
not believe the smoking ban will
adversely impact music festivals.
“Everybody is going to do it
anyway,” Maxwell said. “I really
don’t believe they will enforce [the
ordinance] because it’s almost
impossible. I guess they could
have security walk around [at
festivals ] and tell people to put their

cigarettes out, but I don’t see them
throwing somebody out.”
Scott Truesdale, a sophomore
audio & acoustics major at Columbia,
said police officers do not currently
enforce smoking rules outside of
concerts, and he does not anticipate
them enforcing this new ordinance.
“They have that fine for flicking a
cigarette. I haven’t seen an incident
in which a cop has cracked down on
that,” Truesdale said. “They have a
bigger fish to fry. There’s way harder
drugs out there than cigarettes and
recreational [marijuana].”
aruffino@chroniclemail.com
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South Side residents blue about lack of
divvy bikes
JESSICA SCOTT
Assistant Metro Editor
ALTHOUGH THE DIVVY bike sharing
system has 300 stations with more
than 3,000 bikes throughout Chicago, bikes access remain scarce on
the city’s South Side.
Many South Side residents in
neighborhoods such as Englewood,
Chatham and Roseland are wondering when Divvy will enter their
neighborhoods, but others question
if Divvy will make the South Side
communities better.
“We’ve gone from the fifth leading city for bicycling to the second
leading city for bicycling based on
the implementation of the Divvy
bike system,” said Harold Lucas,
CEO of the Black Metropolis Convention & Tourism Council.
Lucas, a cyclist for more than 40
years, said the issue is not necessarily about Divvy providing bikes in
predominantly black communities,
but about fostering opportunity for
economic growth in those areas.
Lucas said he is concerned about
how Divvy empowers and revitalizes low-income areas.
“It’s tied to the re-gentrification
of these inner-city neighborhoods,”
Lucas said. “We have to enfranchise
ourselves in being part of the redevelopment as opposed to redevelopment overrunning our communities with products and services that
don’t empower the community.”
Johnny Stallworth, owner of
John’s Hardware and Bicycle Shop,
7350 S. Halsted St., said Divvy bikes
are needed in Englewood, specifically in the area surrounding his
shop. He said more people could

save money if they had access to
Divvy bikes.
“I believe that it would do well,”
Stallworth said. “A lot of my clientele has inquired why it hasn’t been
closer to this location. I get customers that ask if I rent bikes, which I
do not, so I think Divvy bikes will do
well in the black community.”
Stallworth said he thinks Divvy
would be a success in prime locations like the intersections of 79th
and Halsted streets, 79th Street
and Ashland Avenue and 63rd and
Halsted streets near Kennedy-King
College. He said area college students could also benefit from the
addition of the Divvy bike system.
“A lot of people on the South
Side take public transportation and
don’t have cars,” said Loren Buford,
a mental health practitioner on the
South Side.
Buford said she would love to see
a Divvy station near her office at the
intersection of 95th and Halsted
street. However, she said she thinks
the Divvy bike system has some
imperfections that would make it
difficult for herself and nearby residents to take advantage of the bikes.
“My one issue with [Divvy] is you
have to stop every 30 minutes and
re-register the bike,” Buford said. “I
think that can be a big problem for
people who really need transportation for longer distances.”
She said Divvy works well for
those who live or work in or near
downtown, but residents who live in
Englewood or Roseland and need to
go to the clinics would have difficulties re-registering the bikes every
30 minutes because there is a limited number of stations in the area.

“I think if you’re going to pay the
price to have the bike for a day, you
should be able to have it for eight
or 10 hours for it to really be helpful for someone who needs a way to
work or to the doctor,” Buford said.
Hannah Helbert, Divvy Marketing Coordinator, said Divvy plans
to add 175 new stations as far south
as 79th Street and as far north as
Touhy Avenue. She said its farthest
station south is at 58th and Ellis
streets. However, this still overlooks the people in Roseland and
those who live farther south. Helbert also said that trips longer than
30 minutes incur trip fees with an
extra charge of $1.50, but she said
the time customers have for the
bikes might be extended.
“We don’t have any specific plans
right now, but I can’t say that it will
never happen,” Helbert said.
Stallworth said bikes are becoming more popular among adults in
Englewood because they depend on
bikes when public transportation is
delayed or shut down or if they have
a suspended driver’s license and
cannot afford public transportation
to work. He added that there is an
increase in adults riding bikes but
not in children.
“We have a generation of children coming up that are dwelling in
the home,” Stallworth said. “When
we were children, unlike some kids
today, it wasn’t video games—it was
outside getting fresh air, riding bicycles. I think if parents would instill an outdoor activity, then the
bike business will pick up.”
Stallworth said he thinks the
South Side is lacking in the respect

JEFFREY BAKER

Occupation: Ald. Candidate (21st Ward) Neighborhood: Auburn Gresham

Courtesy JEFFREY BAKER

JESSICA SCOTT
Assistant Metro Editor
JEFFREY BAKER, BORN and raised in

Chicago, has decided to run for alderman of the 21st Ward against
incumbent Howard Brookins. The
husband and father of three served
four years in the National Guard as
a telecommunications specialist.
Baker’ said his goal is to bring new
and positive change to the residents
in the 21st Ward.
The Chronicle spoke with Baker
about serving in the military, his
plans for the 21st Ward and charter
schools in Chicago.

THE CHRONICLE: What did you
do while serving in the National
xx SEE DIVVY PG. 38 Guard?
JEFFREY BAKER: I was in what
was called [the] 31 Mic, kind of like
a tree rat. We climbed poles and
connected communication wires;
we were the communications outfit
for field operations.
Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE

Chicago second best in country for cyclists
SAMANTHA HUNTER
Contributing Writer
CHICAGO WAS NAMED the second best
city in the U.S. for cycling in the October issue of Bicycling Magazine.
Coming in just behind New York
City, Chicago climbed from its fifthplace rank in 2012.
According to the magazine, some
of the city’s cycling success can
be attributed to Divvy, a system of
3,000 heavy-duty bikes and 300
locking stations across the city that
allows cyclists to rent bikes for 30
minutes at a time. The system has
given Chicagoans an affordable and
environmentally friendly alternative form of transportation.
The magazine also recognized
Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s efforts to
strengthen laws protecting cyclists
and build 100 miles of protected
bike lanes by 2015.
The Chicago Department of
Transportation is more than halfway complete with the installation of the protected bike lanes
and predicts completion of the
36 • September 15, 2014

project by next year, according to
a Sept. 5 press release from the mayor’s office.
Students are also choosing to
ride bikes to school and work rather
than taking public transportation because it is faster, cheaper
and more convenient, said Brielle
Achterhof, a freshman audio arts &
acoustics major.
“I love the feeling of the wind in
my hair,” Achterhof said. “Whenever
I’m biking, I have this big smile on
my face.”
Abby Seitz, a freshman journalism major, said she uses cycling as
not only a quick way to get around
but also as exercise.
A pressing issue the Chicago
cycling community faces is safety,
said Ted Villaire, the director of
communications for the Active
Transportation Alliance. He said
more people are not biking because
they are afraid of the traffic.
However, Chicago has a better
record than New York.
Chicago has 3.9 fatality rate per
10,000 commuters, whereas New

York’s is 6.4. New York City has
added 350 miles of new protected
bike lanes and boasts more than
96,000 annual subscribers to Citi
Bike, a bike sharing system similar
to Chicago’s Divvy, according to the
magazine.
Once the new bike lanes are
added—they are separated from
vehicular traffic by upright poles
to prevent cars from crossing—the
safety score will improve and the
number of cyclists should increase,
Villaire said.
Seitz is also concerned about
safety and said the worst part about
cycling in the city is the abrupt ending of bike lanes with no warning.
She said she would like to see more
signs that warn bikers of merging
bicycle and car lanes.
Villaire said he is excited about
the opportunities Chicago cyclists
will have.
“Other cities will look toward
Chicago as a model type of biking
infrastructure,” Villaire said.
jscott@chroniclemail.com

What is the mission of your
campaign?
I plan to be a better messenger than
Brookins has been. I plan to be more
direct. I plan to have a better plan to
move the community forward than
he has shown. So one thing that
we are doing with our campaign is
we’re talking a little bit differently
than anybody else running or anybody that has run in the past few
decades. We’re talking about upsetting the balance of power in the
city and City Council, upsetting
the balance of power in the entire
city, and if we are successful, we’ll
do the same statewide. We’ll help
other candidates to do the same, to
actually visualize overtaking, actually visualize creating the numbers
that create power and utilizing that
power to take control and get the
people’s will done as opposed to the
will of those with the money.

How do you feel about Chicago’s
charter schools?
It’s more so how I feel about the
charter school movement in general. I think that our public school
system has been starved and that

starvation has led us to run to this
charter school, this privatization
of education, this privatization of
multiple billions of dollars across
the nation in educational funds out
of our pockets going into private entities. The hands of private entities
shortchange our children. I think
that if a charter school can be successful, then a local public school
can be successful. The comparison
is apples to oranges when you start
to talk about selective enrollment
in charter schools, and then try to
compare them to neighborhood
schools. It’s an unfair comparison. I
think it’s a very dangerous slippery
slope that we’re on, and we have to
put a stop to it, and I don’t like the
privatization of education. I think
it must stop immediately.

How do you plan to make the 21st
Ward more safe?
Safety is definitely a concern, any
life lost. Violence is a tragedy, but in
2014 Chicago is on track to have less
murders than it has had since the
1960s. Right now, this year is making history for peace, that is not reported for some reason. We are being told or being sold that violence
is overrunning the city, murders are
overrunning the city, and I believe
that sets us up for what has happened to education. It’s an excuse.
It gives a reason for poor education
in poor neighborhoods, it gives an
excuse and reason for less investment in certain neighborhoods as
it pertains to business or why businesses are not in a particular neighborhood. We are at a moment right
now where our children are more
peaceful than they have ever been.
First and foremost [what] needs to
be said [is that] there is no violence
epidemic. There is an educational
epidemic, there is a dropout rate
that is an epidemic, there is a reading score rate that is an epidemic
when we have approximately 40
percent of high school graduates
going to college needing remedial
reading before they can begin college credit courses. That’s an epidemic. That’s a problem.
Violence is not our No. 1 problem.
jscott@chroniclemail.com
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Red Line getting new
comical advertisements

Carolina Sánchez THE CHRONICLE
The Red Line is getting new advertisements with silly facts about squirrels and pictures of goats from comedian and freelancer Ben Larrison.

MICK SWASKO
MCT Newswire
RIDERS ON THE Chicago Transit Authority Red
Line are one step closer to seeing advertisements that feature pictures of goats and facts
about squirrels.
The Chicago Transit Project—the brainchild of Chicago comedian Ben Larrison—
received full funding on his Kickstarter
campaign that began on Sept. 5 and closed
at 6 p.m. Sept. 10. The project aims to place
roughly 100 quirky advertisements on Red
Line trains with such zaniness as they suggestion that there are squirrels derived up as
people on the trains.
“I just like making people smile, I like making people happy,” said Larrison, 27, of Lakeview. “I know how tough it can be to take the
train every day. It’s nice to have little things
that can make you smile once in a while.”
The intent is also to insert humor in what
Larrison says is a commuter’s daily routine of
being bombarded by branded advertising.
“We can’t stop this advertising onslaught,
but we can take back just a tiny little bit of
what we see and make it super ridiculous and
dumb,” Larrison wrote in the Kickstarter’s
description. “I want to buy ad space in 100
CTA train cars so that I can put ridiculous
stuff up and make our commutes more fun.”
The campaign was a second try for Larrison. The first funding campaign fell short of
its $4,100 goal, but with encouragement from
friends and folks who supported the original
project, he decided to give it a second shot.
Setting the funding period at just two
weeks, Larrison said he thinks he created
the sense of “urgency” for people to donate.
Along with being included in Kickstarter’s
newsletter as a featured project, he met his
new goal of $3,999 at around 1 p.m. on Sept. 5.
“It happened really quickly,” he said. “I was
extremely excited and kind of overwhelmed.
It was such a blur of how quickly it took off.”
To lure potential donors, Larrison offered
equally quirky perks. For example, a $40 donation got a backer a print of a hand-drawn
picture of a squirrel riding the CTA— an idea
that drew in 17 buyers. For $15, he promised
to put a note about the backer in a random

RedEye box, drawing in nine people.
Larrison even saw one donor snag the
highest donation—$1,000—which promises
to put the donor’s name on the actual advertisement pieces.
Being a little off-the-wall is nothing new
for Larrison. This June, he crowdfunded a
campaign to have a slam-dunk contest with
the WNBA’s Sheryl Swoopes. He also founded Northwestern’s Happiness Club, which
built pop-up sandboxes on the university’s
campus and brought in dogs to comfort those
studying for finals week.
He was a cast member for ComedySportz’s
“Improvised Double Dare.” Larrison’s next
step will be reaching out to more than 90
donors, asking them to vote on their favorite
idea for the campaign.
He said he will also take suggestions from
the donors about what they want to see. Currently, he is building a website for the ads
that will feature the name of every donor.
He hopes to have the ads done, approved and
placed in two to four months.
As of now, none of the designs or ideas are
locked down, but Larrison said he has already
reached out to the CTA’s advertising agency,
Titan, to get quotes and information.
He also said he is aware of the CTA’s policy
on advertising and said he is confident none
of the ads will violate any rules.
Reached for comment, a CTA spokeswoman said the agency could not comment on ads
they have not seen, but said they will be reviewed just like any other ad that is proposed
for trains.
Ultimately, the CTA has final approval. In
general, the CTA does have guidelines for advertising. They include prohibiting ads that
are political in nature, legally obscene, sexually explicit, depict nudity or portray graphic
violence. They cannot be disparaging, discriminatory or incite lawless or illegal action.
Larrison said he has read the guidelines
“up and down” and said he does not think an
ad featuring squirrel facts will be an issue.
“All of these things are basically just creating an atmosphere or moment of joy,” he said.
“I can’t see it being an issue.”
chronicle@colum.edu
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“I think it would have been wise
10 years ago, and now it’s wise, but
I’m concerned about the timing,”
Baker said. “It is awfully close to
election time. This could be looked
at as an election-time gift to confuse voters. Why couldn’t this have
happened three years ago? Those
things bother me, but I think this is
definitely a wonderful thing.”
Amara Enyia, the former alderman of the 9th Ward and a mayoral candidate, said the Jackie
Robinson West Little League victory may have played a role in the
recent investment plan but said
there is a bigger issue that needs to
be addressed.
“The investment is fine because
it will create opportunities for
more young people to get involved
with sports, but I think this needs
to be not just in response to the

[Jackie Robinson West] victory; it
should be a matter of policy,” Enyia
said. “We should be looking at more
ways to invest in our young people.
It should not be the exception.”
Enyia said the city should prioritize Chicago’s budget by making
sure it is investing in human capital
like comprehensive jobs for adults
and young people.
She added that infrastructure,
sewers and resources for public
schools should be a priority as well.
Enyia said creating more job opportunities is the most important
thing for the city of Chicago.
“I think we know there is more
that can be done to ensure kids—
whether on the South Side, West
Side or North Side—have adequate
facilities where they can engage
in enrichment activities [such as]
sports or other park district programs,” Enyia said.
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that the children are not being
taught the importance of outdoor
exercise and the environment. He
said if the community can become
healthier, more Divvy bikes may
come into the neighborhoods.

Lucas said businesses always
come down to economic empowerment in the black communities. He
said that happens when blacks are
self-sufficient and self-empowering. However, businesses like Divvy must provide economic opportunities for blacks to benefit from
the services.

“I’m for economic empowerment
in our neighborhoods. If it’s coming
from Divvy, fine,” Lucas said. “If it’s
not, then we are being exploited
by the opportunity of well-placed
groups being able to bring an infrastructure and we’re not benefiting.”
jscott@chroniclemail.com
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Courtesy Associated Press
Mayor Rahm Emanuel shakes hands with a South Side resident who supports youth baseball and softball teams.

Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
Divvy bike stations are cruising across the city. Having 300 bike stations with more than 3,000 bikes, the company plans to expand services to the North and South Side.
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Don Basco (above) was on the 57th floor of the World Trade Center’s North Tower as hijackers crashed American Airlines flight 11 into the building Sept. 11, 2001. Basco spoke about escaping the burning and shaking building moments before it collapsed
at a gathering to commemorate the
AN anniversary
BUREN ofS9/11
T. at the Union League Club of Chicago, 65 W. Jackson Blvd.
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